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On September 21, 2016, students, faculty and staff joined together with the greater Kansas City community for a peace walk 
dedicated to victims of violence and to announce the Buchanan Initiative for Peace and Nonviolence at Avila University. 


Dear Alumni and Friends, 


vila’s history is resplendent with 
Fie of bold actions that shook 
the status quo and made a true differ- 
ence in the world. Nearly 400 years ago 
the Sisters of St. Joseph challenged gen- 
der and class norms of the time to make 
positive change where it was needed 
most. In this issue, Marie Joan Harris, 
Ph.D., CSJ and Carol Coburn, Ph.D., write 
about these amazing women and the 
legacy they’ve laid before us. In fact, 
as you read through the many notable 
personalities profiled in this issue, you’ll 
find a legacy of boldness that has made a 
difference in our first 100 years. 

As we come to the end of our cen- 
tennial year, it’s important to not only 
look back but also look ahead to our 
future and the actions we’ll take now. 
How will we, both you and I, better serve 
students who are sandwiching their edu- 
cation amidst a busy life schedule and 
prepare them well, not just for their first 
job, but also for life? Inside you’ll read 
about Malcolm Gold, Ph.D., and Ashlyn 
Hull ‘08, two of our faculty examples 


who are engaging students in transfor- 
mational learning at Avila. 

These stories and others call us to 
consider what actions we should take. 
How will we continue to lead by example 
of service to the dear neighbor? Like our 
country, in the years ahead, our success 
hinges on how well we carry on our mis- 
sion to serve those who have not tradi- 
tionally been at higher education’s table: 
first-generation students, lower-income 
students and students from diverse racial 
and ethnic backgrounds. Throughout this 
issue, you'll find stories of inclusiveness 
and community. 

| hope you’ll boldly join this journey 
and look forward to adding your stories. 
Thank you for all that you do to keep 


Avila a thriving community. This is an 
exciting time to be a part of Avila. 


President Ron Slepitza, Ph.D., CSJA 


Gratefully, 


Booed (. Styptey 


Ronald A. Slepitza, Ph.D., CJA 
President 
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Three new inductees joined current members of Avila’s Fr. Jean Pierre Medaille Giving Society on the JHOP for a reception and champagne 


toast to the university’s 100th year. 


resident’s Circle 


uring Avila University’s annual 
President’s Circle reception, 
President Ron Slepitza, Ph.D., CSJA, 
inducted three new members of the 
Fr. Jean Pierre Medaille Giving Society for 
their contributions of more than $1 million 
to the university. 


Fr. Jean Pierre Medaille 
Giving Society 

Thomas A. and Sharon McCullough 
have watched Avila grow for more than 20 
years. Tom joined the board of trustees in 
1996, serving for 11 years. Through The 
McCullough Family Foundation, they have 
supported scholarships, capital improve- 
ments, Eagles basketball and are members 
of the Heritage Society. 

Jean Buchanan is a 1976 Avila 
alumna, and it is her passion for the 
university that leads to her support. Both 
Jean and her husband Bill are passionate 
about spreading a message of peace and 
nonviolence in our world today. In Decem- 
ber, 2015, they gave Avila $1 million for 
the Buchanan Initiative in support of peace 
and nonviolence activities on campus, 
including a first-year seminar experience, 
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a peace summit and an activist-in-resi- 
dence program. 

The mission of the Missouri Colleges 
Fund (MCF) is to acquire resources to 
help educate students in private four-year 
liberal-arts colleges and universities. For 
64 years, MCF has been a leader in con- 
necting institutions like Avila to partners to 
promote financial support. This joint effort 
enables colleges to accomplish more than 
they would be able to do alone. 


Avila Medal of Honor 

During the ceremony, Dr. Slepitza also 
bestowed the Avila Medal of Honor to Don 
and Christine Alexander who have given of 
themselves time and again for the benefit 
of Avila and its students. During their years 
of leadership and support, the Alexanders 
have helped raise millions of dollars for the 
university and served in countless leader- 
ship roles. They have also established a 
scholarship in their name for students 
seeking business degrees. For all that they 
have done and more, Avila proudly hon- 
ored them as the 2016 recipients of the 
Avila Medal of Honor. 


A festive night on the JHOP featured Avila’s 
strings as well as Don Alexander speaking 


after receiving the Avila Medal of Honor. 
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O nce again the world’s leading 
authorities on achieving growth in 


philanthropy and the philanthropic sector 
were on campus for the Hartsook Institute 
for Fundraising Management at Avila 
University’s Inspired Fundraising Summit. 

The third annual summit drew more 
than 300 attendees and featured pro- 
fessors Jen Shang, Ph.D., and Adrian 
Sargeant, Ph.D. Professor Jen Shang is a 
philanthropic psychologist and the direc- 
tor of research at the Hartsook Centre for 
Sustainable Philanthropy at Plymouth 
Business School in the United Kingdom. 
Her presentation, “Philanthropic Psychol- 
ogy: How Does Fundraising Make Fun- 
draisers Feel?” drew on both academic 
research and real-world best practices. 

Professor Adrian Sargeant is the 
Hartsook visiting professor at Avila Univer- 
sity and director of the Hartsook Centre 
for Sustainable Philanthropy at Plym- 
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Inspiration 
by Sargeant 
and Shang 


Fundraising summit draws more than 300 attendees 


outh University in the United Kingdom. 
Sargeant’s presentation, “Successful 
Bequest Fundraising,” included the latest 
research using MRI scanners depicting 
brain activity of donors when viewing 
bequest messages. 

Attendees also experienced a rare 
interview with Paul Clolery, vice president 
and editorial director of The NonProfit 
Times, with Bob Hartsook, JD, Ed.D., 
discussing the challenging issues and 
topics of philanthropy today. 

A foundation panel followed moderat- 
ed by Jeanne H. Olofson 92, 94 11, Avila 
trustee. The panelists included Andres 
Dominguez, Health Care Foundation 
of Greater Kansas City; Olivia Dorsey, 
Hearst Foundation; Larry Jacob, Ewing 
Marion Kauffman Foundation and 
Debbie Wilkerson, Greater Kansas City 
Community Foundation. %) 


~~ | 


@Jen_Shang 
@AdrianSargean 
@RogareFTT 


Avila University is one of 

only three institutions in the United 
States to offer a master’s in man- 
agement degree with an emphasis 


in fundraising. The program has 


been offered online since 2015. 


Top left: Professor Adrian Sargeant, Ph.D. 


lead the 300+ summit attendees in a 
research-based presentation on bequest 
fundraising. 


Top right: Professor Jen Shang, Ph.D. 
spoke on the psychology of philanthropy. 


Foundations panelists were lead in 
discussion by Jeanne H. Olofson ’92, ’94, ’11. 
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a 
Jack F. and Glenna Y. Wylie 


$1 Million Matching Gift Leverages 


f ¥ © in 


Voices 


Avila’s Social Network 


“| couldn’t believe that 
statistics can be interesting 
(and fun). One of the best 
professors (if not the best).” 
Julia Istrate speaking about 
Avila professor Richard 
Bradford on LinkedIN 


“Great show tonight. 

It brought back many 
memories.” 

Trista Roberts on Facebook 


“Missing this campus 
already.” 
a_alshaddi on Instagram 


$4 Million Investment in Scholarships 


T he late Jack and Glenna Wylie 
impacted hundreds of students 


“Congrats to our own @ 
chaurjacobson for being 


even more Avila students pursue their 
dream of a college education. 


during their lifetime by providing scholar- 
ships for nursing, first-generation and 
low-income students. Continuing their 
legacy of support, in June 2016, the 

Jack F. & Glenna Y. Wylie Foundation 

and its trustees, Tom McDonnell and 

Brad Bergman, committed to a $1 million 
scholarship matching gift. The Foundation 
challenged Avila to build the capacity 

of its endowment over a five-year period 
by not drawing from it and instead raising 
an additional $1 million in annual scholar- 
ships over the next five years, with every 
dollar being matched by the Foundation. 
Their gift will help Avila’s endowment 
grow to at least $11.5 million by 2020, 
increasing the endowment by more 

than $2 million, for a total five-year 
investment of $4 million in scholarships. 
This matching gift will ultimately help 
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To receive the matching gift 

from the Wylie Foundation, we 
need your support. Please consider 
making a contribution by Decem- 
ber 31, 2016 that will be matched 
dollar for dollar. You can make a 

gift by using the remit envelope in 
this edition of Accent or by going 
online to avila.edu/give. Every gift 
— no matter the amount — will get 
us closer to reaching our goal and 
receiving this very generous match. 
For many Avila students, scholar- 
ships are the difference between 
being able to receive a values-based 
education that prepares them to 
make contributions to the global 
community or not. Help us make 
their Avila education a reality! 


#Avilalnspired & recv’ng the 
@AvilaUniversity Graduate 
Alumni Award.” 
@THSArtBergman on 
Twitter 


“Every point the starting 
@AvilaUniversity football 
kicker scores, is money for 
pediatric cancer research.” 
@KCStar on Twitter 


“Avila brought us together 
6 years ago & now we are 
sisters 4 life! Love you Kei!” 
@live2SPARKLEkr on 
Twitter 
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Dear Neighbor Day was another opportunity for Avila’s Mission 100 participants to meet their 


year long challenge: 100 people committing to performing 100 hours of service in Avila’s 100th 
year. Service for the Mission 100 challenge will be completed by December 31, 2016 and will 


provide more than 10,000 hours of service to the dear neighbor. 


Avila.edu 


eSlaiies ae, “Fr 


arking the 100th day of Avila’s 

100th year, more than 220 

students, faculty, staff, alumni 
and friends of the university answered the 
call to serve the dear neighbor. Volunteers 
gathered on campus before heading out 
to work at many charitable organizations 
throughout Kansas City, including Boys 
Hope Girls Hope, Community Assistance 
Council and Kansas City Hospice. In all, 
Avila volunteers assisted at 23 locations 
across Kansas City during the third annual 
Dear Neighbor Day. /\ 
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Avila Receives $1.526 Million #oPPEr 
Radiologic Science Grant 


A University is in elite company. The Health Resources and Services Adminis- 


tration (HRSA) recently awarded grants to only 78 institutions nationally, and to 
only two universities in Missouri — Avila and Saint Louis University. 
The grant supports scholarships for radiologic science students over the next four 
years and allows Avila to award five, tuition scholarships to first year students and five, 
half-tuition scholarships to continuing or transfer students each fall. 


Mass of the Holy Spirit 


he Avila community gathered to- 

gether and celebrated the Mass of 

the Holy Spirit to begin the start of 
the academic year. A tradition at Catholic 
colleges and universities calls upon God 
to bless and inspire each of us and asks 
the Holy Spirit to guide the university in 
wisdom. New this year, celebrants began 
in Foyle Chapel then processed through 
the Quad, blessing the campus along 
the way. 

Fr. Keith Branson presided at the ; 

Mass while new and returning students, Cinco de Mayo \ 2 ) \) 


faculty and staff gathered on the JHOP. /) Choral Concert: 
DAD | 


Buried Child 
Nov. 17-20, 2016 


Vivaldi’s Gloria 
December 9, 2016 


Noises Off 
Feb. 23-26, 2017 


Urinetown 
Apr. 27-30, 2017 


Cinco de Mayo Concert 
May 5, 2017 


Reserve tickets online: 


avila.edu/tickets 
or call 816.501.3699 
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Your Gift to Avila University 
Changes Lives 


Your gift, combined with thousands of others, make it possible for Avila 
to provide a quality learning and living environment, as well as award 
more than $13 million in scholarships each year. 


A gift to Avila provides education to deserving students. 


“Thank you for helping make my Avila experience possible. Just like so many 
students, | may not have had the opportunity to attend Avila University if it 
weren’t for my scholarships. Scholarships have provided a financial stabil- 
ity for me to focus on my academic success without the stress of wondering 
how | will pay for my education.” — Jerry Mafian 


As you plan your year-end giving, please use the 
envelope inside this edition of Accent or make your 
gift online at avila.edu/give. 


Thank you for your support! 


~N AVILA UNIVERSITY 


Be Inspired. 
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FEATURE STORY 


S. Marie Joan Harris, Ph.D. and President 
Ron Slepitza, Ph.D., CSJA stand in the 
kitchen where the first six Sisters of 

St. Joseph gathered nearly 400 years ago. 


" 
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“We were travelers, tourists and 


pilgrims who enjoyed one another, 
experienced beauty and adventure, 
and laughed, ate and prayed together.” 
— S. Marie Joan Harris 


Carrying On 


The Legacy 


By Marie Joan Harris, CSJ, Ph.D. 
and Carol Coburn, Ph.D. 


In spite of a storm of opposition from church authorities and social elites, 


legions of Catholic women responded to the social and religious needs of 


17th century Europe by becoming religious activists. Among them were the 


Sisters of St. Joseph, established in Le Puy, France, around 1650. 


rom the beginning, the Sisters of 

St. Joseph (CSJ) were a service- 

oriented religious (apostolic) con- 

gregation and, therefore, suspect 
in the eyes of both civil and ecclesiastical 
authorities. Unlike officially sanctioned 
female monasticism with enclosure, 
solemn vows, large dowries and daily 
chanting of the Divine Office, the CSJs 
engaged in work outside their convents, 
took simple vows, and were in constant 
contact with lay people. 

In 17th century society, their charism 
and mandate “of profound love of God 
and love of neighbor without distinc- 
tion ...[and] to undertake all the spiritual 
and corporal works of mercy which will 
benefit the dear neighbor” challenged 


Avila.edu 


gender and class norms and was viewed 
as profoundly countercultural. Labeled 
‘Jesuitesses” and “galloping girls,” they 
were criticized for trying to do “men’s 
work.” 

Over acentury later, during the French 
Revolution, the CSJs challenged secular 
authorities by hiding priests who refused 
to sign a loyalty oath to France’s new 
Civil Constitution of the Clergy. This brave 
defiance would cost four of them their 
lives at the guillotine. 


Coming to America 

In 1836, Mother St. John Fontbonne, 
superior of the Lyon, France, community, 
made a bold decision to send six CSJs to 
the United States to begin a school for 


deaf children in St. Louis. The adaptable 
CSJ Constitution, past work experience 
and resilience allowed them to respond 
to virtually every need they encountered 
within the gendered, racist and class 
parameters of 19th century American 
society, whether in education, health care 
or social service. Their history of risk- 
taking, innovation, entrepreneurship and 
adaptability to learn “on the job” served 
them well as a female religious minority in 
a sometimes hostile Protestant environ- 
ment and an American society fraught 
with anti-Catholic violence, primitive 
frontier conditions, and soon to be in the 
throes of the Civil War. 

In 1866, five CSJs traveled to Kansas City, 
Missouri. Needing support for his parishio- 
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FEATURE STORY 


ners and trying to help “civilize” the town, 
Fr. Bernard Donnelly called the CSJs to a 
dusty cowtown of muddy, unpaved streets, 
numerous saloons and rampant violence. 
As the first Catholic women’s religious order 
in the city, CSJs encountered their share of 


“The legacy is now ours — 


how will you move it forward?” 


Top. President Ron Slepitza, Suzanne 


Sleptiza and S. Marie visit the grave of 
Mother St. John Fontbonne. Above. Avila 
travelers visit the Chapel of St. Michael 

in Le Puy, France. Right. Avila’s Centen- 
nial Trip include a four day visit to Le Puy, 
where the Sisters of St. Joseph began. 
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drunks, thieves, gamblers and prostitutes 
who proliferated most of the public places. 
Catholic religious habits were unknown to 
most locals and a few days after arriving, 
S. Francis Joseph Ivory wrote in her mem- 
oirs that some excited people stopped them 
downtown because “[they] thought we 
were the circus.” By the 20th century, the 
sisters had created St. Teresa’s Academy, 
St. Joseph’s Hospital and St. Joseph’s 
Orphanage, and were teaching in many 
ethnic parishes throughout the city. 


Living the Legacy 

In 1916, responding to the need for 
education of young Catholic women, 
St. Teresa’s Junior College began on the 
grounds of St. Teresa’s Academy, moving 
to south Kansas City in 1963 and eventu- 
ally becoming Avila University. For the 
past 100 years, women and men have 
participated in discussions with contempo- 


rary leaders, taken advantage of innova- 
tive programming, learned to be leaders 
and entrepreneurs, experienced learning 
about and being a global citizen, served 
the “dear neighbor,” grown spiritually and 
addressed issues of social justice in and 
out of the classroom. These students have 
learned and lived the legacy of risk-taking, 
innovation, entrepreneurship and adapt- 
ability established by the original six Sisters 
who comprised the founding community in 
17th century France, and continued by the 
CSJs who first came to Kansas City. 

For almost 400 years, Sisters of St. 
Joseph have worked “to achieve unity 
of neighbor with neighbor and neighbor 
with God,” forging a path grounded in the 
charism and values initially created by a 
small group of women who dared to chal- 
lenge and reshape their world. For the last 
100 years, Avila University has built on this 
dynamic and profound legacy, transition- 
ing to the 21st century and beyond toa 
future rife with societal and technological 
changes — where continued adaptability 
to the changing times shapes our survival 
and influence in a world struggling to 
find meaning and purpose amid cultural 
tensions and global realities. As alumni, 
donors, faculty, staff and students, we have 
been given a clarion call to service. The 
legacy is now ours — how will you move it 
forward in the next 100 years? \ 
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A: we reflect on our 100-year history, we think NOTABLES 


of the individuals, families and organizations 
who have punctuated Avila’s history, either through 
impact on our university or the global community. 
We present them here: the Avila University Notables. 


During this year of celebration, we recognize these 
notables in Accent and throughout social media and e e 

other communications as a representation of how Th l \ } U l 

we’ve become the institution we are today, and to 


inspire the notables of tomorrow. In the spring 2016 

issue of Accent, we presented the first collection of 

notables. We are honored to present the second N O [ a eC S 
collection in this issue. 


DON AND CHRISTINE ALEXANDER have been long time leaders and supporters of Avila 
University and most recently received the Avila Medal of Honor in September, 2016. They 

are members of the Heritage Society and established a scholarship in their name for students 
seeking degrees in business. Don served on Avila’s board of trustees from 1996 to 2008, serving 
as chairperson of the nominating committee. Don and Christine have helped bring alumni 
together and raise millions of dollars for Avila, serving as co-chairs of the Embracing the Future 
campaign from 2003 to 2008, Steer Dinner chairs and honorary chairs, and honorary chairs of 
the Centennial Campaign. Don is president of the private investment firm Don H. Alexander and 
Associates, Inc. and served as honorary consul for the Netherlands from 1968 to 1992. 


A leader at Avila since 2002, DAVID ARMSTRONG, CSJA currently serves as the Director of 
University Mission and Ministry. Dave has been instrumental in thousands of students’ lives, helping 
develop their faith life, exposing them to service opportunities and guiding them to live the values of 
the Sister of St. Joseph of Carondelet. He has strengthened the presence of the university’s mission 
and values on campus in countless ways, including creating the traditions of the Sending Ceremony 
for new graduates and the school year’s opening ceremony, Convocare. With S. Ruth Stuckel and 
Nicole Nicoll, Dave brought the CSJ Associates program to Avila, which is a formation program for 
faculty, staff and community members that promotes the charism of the Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Carondelet. He began the 1650 Society for students for a similar purpose. Dave was named an 


honorary alumnus in 2009, and received the Medal of Honor in 2013. 


AHMAD ASHKAR ’04 is the Founder and CEO of the Hult Prize Foundation, which has 
been named by TIME Magazine as one of the top five initiatives changing the world. 
Since its founding in 2009, the Hult Prize has become the world’s largest annual student 
competition, offering a million-dollar prize to solve the world’s problems, one issue at a 
time. In partnership with former President Bill Clinton and the Clinton Global Initiative, 


the Hult Prize has been called “the Noble Prize for students” and its portfolio of start-ups 


includes trailblazers in food security, health care, education and clean water. Ahmad, 
who graduated from Avila with a business degree and played on the first Avila football 
team, is one of the world’s foremost experts in crowd and venture philanthropy. 
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NOTABLES 


UNA MARIE BRUMBACK, CSJ served as head librarian 

at Avila College for 29 years, from 1969 to 1998. As head 
librarian, she orchestrated the move of all the books 
across campus from the library in lower Blasco Hall to 

the Hooley-Bundschu Library. The move has become 

a lasting memory for many, as it was completed over 
Christmas break with only manual labor by staff members, 
students, friends and faculty. S. Una Marie was quoted 

as saying, “every librarian in heaven must have been 
praying.” She was instrumental in the transition of the 


library to electronic catalogs and digital information. 


Hoping to raise awareness and shine a spotlight on 
IBRAHEEM BADEJO, Ph.D. ’84 is the importance of peace and nonviolence in our 

senior director of new ventures world, JEAN ’76 AND BILL BUCHANAN donated 

for Johnson & Johnson Innovation $1 million to establish the Buchanan Initiative for Peace 
Center. Ibraheem came to the and Nonviolence at Avila University. Jean and Bill are 
U.S. from Nigeria and received his owners of Unified Life Insurance Company, where Bill is 
bachelor’s degree in chemistry chairman of the board of directors and Jean is vice chair. 


from Avila University in just three Jean is passionate about fitness and running and is also 
years. At Johnson & Johnson, a fitness instructor and founding member of KC Express, 
Ibraheem is responsible for finding which started the Mother’s Day 5K, held annually in Overland Park, Kansas. Jean and 
transformational solutions that Bill began the Buchanan Initiative at Avila in 2015 in order to influence students and 
will improve the standard of care the broader community to be agents of change. 

in surgical procedures. Notably, 

he was involved in developing a 

topical skin adhesive device that LINDA E. CLEVELAND, Ph.D. joined Avila’s faculty 

can be used to glue an incision or in 1983 in chemistry. She taught organic chemistry, 
laceration instead of sutures. He biochemistry, general chemistry, molecules that matter, 
is the recipient of 24 U.S. patents geology and fossils of Kansas City. She included her 
with others pending. Ibraheem students in her research, carrying out an undergraduate 
is a passionate advocate for the research program on fungal enzymes. Linda is an active 
sciences and a proud member of member of the Kansas City Section of the American 
Avila’s Heritage Society. Chemical Society and has been president, secretary and 


alternate council. Additionally, she has motivated young 


children to develop an interest in chemistry through 
a chemistry magic show she developed. Linda is also an accomplished cellist and 
performs on a regular basis with the Medical Arts Symphony. 


JOAN LOUISE CLISH, CSJ was an associate professor of art at Avila University and 
a sculptor. She also created art that continues to grace Avila’s campus; two of the 
wooden sculptures that she created with wood, chisel and mallet are still housed in 
Foyle Chapel. The first is a five-foot sculpture that portrays St. Teresa of Avila and 
the second represents Jesus with Mary and Joseph. S. Joan Louise was an energetic 
presence on campus who often coordinated tours of Europe. 
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NOTABLES 


For nearly 30 years, CAROL COBURN, Ph.D. has been an integral member of the 

Avila University community. As co-creator of the Women Religious special collection, 
acclaimed professor of religious studies and women’s and gender studies and founding 
director of the CSJ Center for Heritage, Spirituality and Service, Carol has left a lasting 
mark on Avila University. She has published and presented on American Catholic 
sisters for more than 20 years; most notably, she co-authored with Martha Smith, CSJ, 
Spirited Lives: How Nuns Shaped Catholic Culture and American Life, 1836-1920. She 
was instrumental in securing the U.S. Federation of the Sisters of St. Joseph archives 
and the licensing and rights to the documentary, Sisters of Selma: Bearing Witness for 


Change. Carol received the Medal of Honor in 2006. 


A leader and pioneer in the field of nursing, ANNA COLES, Ph.D. ’58 graduated from Avila in 1958 
with a bachelor of science in nursing. She went on to earn her master’s degree and, at a time 
when having a terminal degree in nursing was rare, she also earned her Ph.D. Anna established 
the School of Nursing at Howard University, preparing a generation of African-American nurses 
with a foundation grounded in the liberal arts, and eventually became dean of its School of 
Nursing. She received several awards throughout her career, including the Avila Medal of Honor 

in 1969 and the Alumni Achievement award in 2006. As a member of the Avila Board of Trustees 


from 2008 to 2013, Anna oversaw a time of incredible growth at the university. 


CRISTINA BAKER COWAN ’10, ’15 is the first female and first alumna to serve as athletic 
director at Avila. She took the helm in 2015 and is responsible for pursuing excellence in Eagle 
Athletics both on and off the field, including compliance, eligibility and roster and scholarship 
management. Cristina was a four-year starter in soccer during her athletic career at Avila and 
served as team captain. She was active in campus ministry and earned her undergraduate 
degree in biology and master’s of science in general psychology. Her career at Avila began in 
the admissions office, but her leadership shines in her passion for student athletes. 


LYNN CUPKIE was Avila’s first lay person to serve as dean of students. He began his career 

at Avila College in the early 1970s as a part-time counselor and professor of psychology. He 
quickly was promoted to director of the counseling center and coordinator of the psychology 
department. As dean of students, Lynn helped launch the men’s basketball program as a way 
to attract more male students once Avila became coeducational. 


DAN DAILY ’83 was a member of Avila College’s first soccer team in 1977. He helped the team finish the 
season 10-3-2, and qualify for the NAIA district play-off games. He was named to the All-District 16 team 
as a junior in 1979. In 1980, Dan was named an All-American by the National Soccer Coaches Association 
of America and was selected for the All-Region team. In addition, he was drafted by the Atlanta Chiefs 

of the North American Soccer League in 1980 and played for the Major Indoor Soccer League franchise 
Kansas City Comets in 1982. He continued his soccer career past graduation by becoming the head soccer 
coach at Johnson County Community College. Dan was inducted into Avila’s Athletics Hall of Fame in 1998. 
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NOTABLES 


KARI DONNELL CLEVENGER ’00, ’06 is one of the most 
decorated Avila female athletes. She was a four-year starter 
and letter winner in basketball, earning All-Conference honors 
during two seasons and NAIA All-American Scholar Athlete 
recognition for three consecutive years. At the conclusion of 
her playing career, she held the Avila school record in career 
assists with 634, career steals with 368 and minutes played 
per game averaging 38.5 over 126 games. Kari was recognized 


four years in a row on the dean’s honor roll and graduated 
summa cum laude with a bachelor’s degree in communications. She later received a 
master’s degree in organizational development from Avila in 2006. Kari received the 
prestigious Avila Medal of Honor in 2000 and is a member of the Athletics Hall of Fame. 
She continues her involvement with Avila as associate dean and director of School of 
Professional Studies at Avila. 


Generations of health sciences alumni fondly remember 
ED DONOVAN, Ph.D. for his character and dedication 
to his profession. An associate professor of biology for 
more than 20 years, Ed is best known for his years of 
teaching pathophysiology. Students were heartbroken 
when a serious health condition forced him to retire 
from teaching early in 1988. A retired marine witha 
healthy sense of humor, he was also Avila’s ombudsman. 
Through this role, he helped mediate disagreements and 
respond to student concerns. 


DIS'T 


SYSTEMS 


DST SYSTEMS, INC. a leading 
provider of strategic advisory, 
transformative technologies and 
operations outsourcing, has invested 
in Avila’s success for more than 

30 years. Through the company’s 
contributions, it has provided 
additional nursing faculty members, 
numerous scholarships and campus 
renovations, including the Learning 
Commons. More than funding, DST 
has provided information technology 
counsel and the volunteer leadership 
of generations of key company 
leaders, including Tom McCullough, 
Tom McDonnell, Ken Hager and 
Vercie Lark. These leaders have also 
personally invested in Avila and helped 
make it the institution it is today. 


MARIE GEORGETTE ESCHBACHER, CSJ was an icon on the Avila University campus. One of the 
original sisters to move the campus from its location in Midtown to Wornall Road, S. Georgette was 
chair of the education and psychology department, and was instrumental in initiating the four-year 
Montessori degree program. She also helped coordinate a significant Title III grant from the U.S. 
Department of Education. S. Georgette served as member of the Board of Trustees from 1984 to 
1998, is a recipient of the Medal of Honor, and became a member of the Heritage Society when she 
established the George & Gertrude Eschbacher Scholarship to benefit education students in 2001. 


As members of the Father Medaille Society, JOSEPH T. 716 (HON.) AND SUSAN FAHEY have been 
long and generous supporters of Avila University. Joe is the CEO of JM Fahey Construction Company 
and has served on Avila’s board of trustees for 15 years. As chair of Avila’s facilities committee, Joe has 
been an advocate for improving the physical facilities of Avila for supportive student learning, playing a 
key role in transforming the physical environment of campus and championing a new 10-year campus 
master plan. Joe and Sue are co-chairs of the $43 million Centennial Campaign and have served 

as honorary chairs of the annual Steer Dinner twice, each time raising record dollars for student 


scholarships. They are recipients of Avila’s Medal of Honor and in 2016, Joe received an honorary 


doctorate from the university. Along with Joe’s brother and sister-in-law, Kevin and Connie Fahey, the 
Fahey Family has contributed countless dollars to student scholarships, capital improvements, faculty 
development, Eagle athletics and the Harry S. Truman Distinguished Lecture Series. 
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G. ROBERT (BOB) AND TERRENCE (TERRY) ’79 FISHER are 
longtime supporters of Avila University. Their time, talent 
and treasures have helped Avila flourish over their four plus 
decades of involvement. A past chair and current member 
of the board of trustees, and past member of the board 

of counselors, Bob encouraged Avila to launch a football 
program. Bob and Terry are members of the Heritage 


Society and established the Bob and Terry Fisher endowed 
scholarship. They are past chairs of the Steer Dinner and co-chaired the Embracing 

the Future capital campaign. Bob and Terry currently serve as honorary chairs of the 
Centennial Campaign. Bob is a partner at Dentons US, LLP, and lauded for his work in 
mergers and acquisitions. 


ROSEMARY FLANIGAN, CSJ, Ph.D. ’47,’15 (HON.) is a renowned 
philosophy professor, health care ethicist and civil rights activist. 

In 2015, she received an Honorary Doctorate from Avila for her 
years of dedication to education and social justice. She marched 

in Selma, Alabama, in 1965 for African American voting rights. 
Never before had Catholic sisters been involved in a national public | 
protest, let alone one that was covered by national media. 

S. Rosemary devoted herself to education as a teacher at St. 
Teresa’s Academy, professor of philosophy at Avila University and 
Rockhurst University, and as the director of ethics and education at the Midwest Center for 
Bioethics. In 2011, S. Rosemary was named a “Hero in Health Care” in Ingram’s Kansas City 


Business Journal. 


THE FORSTER-POWERS CHARITABLE TRUST is a 
long time supporter of Avila, providing scholarship 
support to students in need for nearly 30 years. The 
Arthur Forster Endowed Scholarship is the fourth 
largest endowed scholarship at Avila and provides 
scholarships to at least eight students every year 


based on financial need and academic ability. 
Forster-Powers Charitable Trust was established by the late Arthur Forster, who was a 
long time real estate investor. The Trust was named for his mother, Agnes Forster, and 
his sister Helen Powers. 


NOTABLES 


DOROTHY GALLAGHER helped 
develop a sociology program 

and taught social work at the 
College of St. Teresa for nearly 

15 years. She was a passionate 
advocate for Mexican immigrants 
in Kansas City, known as the 
“Godmother of Guadalupe” for 
her work at the Guadalupe Center, 
a nonprofit organization that 

her family helped establish. The 
Center remains dedicated today 
to supporting Latino communities. 
In 1976, Avila’s social work 
department established the 
Dorothy Gallagher Award to honor 
her memory. It is given each year 
to a social work student who 
exemplifies social work values and 
demonstrates growth in personal 


and social responsibility. 


DAVID FRANTZE ’76 graduated from Avila with a bachelor of arts in theatre and history. He went 
on to get his law degree from the University of Missouri-Kansas City and credits Avila for teaching 
him the structure and creativity that helped him practice law. As a partner at Stinson Leonard Street 
LLP, David co-chairs the real estate practice division and has represented numerous developers and 
top corporations in Kansas City, including the World Series Champion Kansas City Royals and Union 


Station. In 2002, Dave joined Avila’s board of trustees and serves on the finance and audit committees. 
He and his wife, GERI FRANTZE, serve as co-chairs of the $43 million Centennial Campaign and have 
helped raise millions of dollars for the university as a result. In 2013, they chaired the Steer Dinner 

and in 2014 served as Honorary Chairs, turning the event into one of the top 10 fundraisers in Kansas 
City. As a first generation college student, David was passionate about establishing the Frantze Family 
Endowed Scholarship, which provides scholarships to first generation students in need. 
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NOTABLES 


One of America’s favorite fiction writers, JULIE (MURPHY) GARWOOD ’65, has 


more than 35 million books in print and 26 New York Times bestsellers. Creating 


stories was always a passion for Julie, but she didn’t focus on making it a career 


until the youngest of her three children entered school. After the publications 


of two young adult books, Julie began writing historical fiction. Her first novel, 


Gentle Warrior, was published in 1985. One of her most popular novels, For 


the Roses, was adapted for a Hallmark Hall of Fame production on CBS in 1997. 


Garwood received the 2014 Avila Alumni Achievement award. 


Over the past 43 years, director of 
maintenance for Avila’s residential 
life, DAVID GEBAUER, has 
witnessed firsthand the growth 
that has occurred on the campus of 
Avila University. There were just six 
buildings on campus when David 
began working at Avila in 1973, 


including two residence halls. Now, 
with four residence halls and 14 buildings, David’s work to ensure 
a quality living environment for Avila students continues. David 
remembers when S. Olive Louise used to come to campus to 
work on the grounds. “She and | spent many a day trimming 
bushes and trees, and planting flowers. There are still plantings 
growing today that she and | planted.” He received the Medal 
of Honor in 1998. 


When FRED GEER, Ph.D. came 

to Avila in 1974, he intended to 

stay for a year or two while he 
finished his dissertation. He enjoyed 
teaching at Avila so much, he 

ended up staying as a professor 

of education and psychology 

for 40 years. Fred taught both 
undergraduate and graduate 


courses, served as academic advisor for special education majors, 
regularly supervised student teachers and served as the faculty 
athletics representative for many years. He coached Avila’s tennis 
team in the 1970s and 1980s and was often found cheering the 
Eagles to victory as a loyal athletics fan. He received the Avila 
Medal of Honor in 1992. In 2002, the Geer Cup was established 
to recognize the hard work of student athletes in the classroom 
and is given annually at homecoming to Avila’s most outstanding 
student-athletes and teams. Fred and his family established the 
Dr. Fred Geer Family Endowed Scholarship in his honor, providing 
scholarships for students pursuing a degree in special education. 
In 2015, Dr. Geer retired and many alumni and students who 
fondly remember him for his humor and sweater vests honored 
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him. Fred and his wife, PAIM GEER, serve as Honorary Chairs of 
the $43 million Centennial Campaign and are members of the 
Heritage Society. 


PAULETTE GLADIS, CSJ, Ph.D. 

was chair of the business and 
economics department at Avila 
University. S. Paulette was 
responsible for growing Avila’s 
secretarial courses into a formal 
department and program, providing 
students the knowledge and 


training necessary to advance in 
their administrative and managerial 
careers. She also served as graduate dean of Mount St. Mary’s 
College in Los Angeles, California, and as assistant province 
director for the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet St. Louis 
Province. In addition, she has served as pastoral care associate for 
Nazareth Living Center in St. Louis, Missouri. S. Paulette has been 
a member of the Sisters of Saint Joseph for more than 65 years. 
She served as a member of Avila’s board of trustees from 2002 to 
2016 and as chair of the Mission & Identity Committee. 


NORMAN GORDON ’87 (HON.) 
was one of the first two lay 
members of Avila University’s Board 
of Trustees (1967-1990), and father 
of Avila’s 12th president, Thomas 

F. Gordon. Norman practiced law 

in Kansas City for more than 65 


years, and was the attorney for the 
Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph. 
Norman was the founder and first president of the Serra Club of 
Kansas City, and was knighted by Pope Pius XII as a Knight of St. 
Gregory the Great. In 1987, he received an honorary doctorate 
from Avila and became a member of the Heritage Society when 
he established the Norman P. Gordon Scholarship Fund, which 
continues to provide scholarships to students in need. 
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CECE (GATSON) GRINDEL Ph.D., ’69 is a co-founder and former president of the Academy 
of Medical-Surgical Nurses. Her area of clinical practice and research is adult health with foci 


in oncology, HIV/AIDS, and cardiovascular care. Throughout her many years in nursing, Cece 


worked as a staff nurse, a nurse researcher, and a faculty member, and is professor emeritus 
in the Byrdine F. Lewis School of Nursing and Health Professions at Georgia State University. 
Grindel is the recipient of the 2009 nursing alumni award, a Regional Alumni Partner, and 


serves as a member of the Centennial Campaign Steering committee. 


As first generation college students committed to quality Catholic education, KEN AND MARILYN 
HAGER have been Avila advocates for many years, providing scholarships and student success 
opportunities to students that need it most. Amidst his successful career as chief financial officer 
for DST Systems, Ken became an Avila trustee in 2008. He became a devoted chair of both the 
finance and learning environment committees of the board. Ken and Marilyn, a retired nurse, 
have helped raise record funds for the Centennial Campaign, including serving as chairs of the 
2014 Steer Dinner and honorary chairs for the 2015 event, which raised more than $1 million 

for the first time in history. In 2015, Ken was elected board chair and has led the university to a 


student success focused strategic plan and an unprecedented 10-year campus master plan. His 


leadership as board chair will usher Avila into its next century of education. 


MARY FELICE HELMES, CSJ professor emerita, founded Avila’s theatre department and was professor 
of speech and theatre from 1948 to 1981. In 1964 she began presenting plays in the lower level of 
O’Rielly Hall, resulting in a theatre in the round, later known as Avila’s Actor’s Laboratory Theatre. 

In 1974, S. Felice and the theatre department moved into the newly built Goppert Theatre. She received 
the Avila Medal of Honor in 1963. The Sister Felice Helmes Endowed Scholarship was established in 

her name to honor her memory. 


For more than a decade, BOB HUNTER has provided guidance, support and leadership that has helped 
shape Avila University into the thriving institution it is today. Bob served as Chair of the Board of Trustees 
during a time of record enrollment, fundraising and renovations on campus and has served on the 
learning environment, finance, audit and nominating committees. The Hunter Family study room in the 
Learning Commons is named for him and his wife, Michelle, and their family. Bob is the retired president 
and CEO of Financial Counselors, Inc. In 2015, Bob received the Medal of Honor for his commitment to 
Avila University and its mission. Bob and Michelle are members of the Heritage Society, serve on Avila’s 


Centennial Campaign Steering Committee and are honorary chairs of the 2017 Steer Dinner. 


In 1977, JIMMY C. THE STEER helped usher in a new age of scholarship fundraising at Avila. A group of Kansas City businessmen, 
including Henry Bloch, Bob Boyle, Charles Jennings, John Latshaw, George Powell, Sr., and Gordon Wells purchased the steer, who was 
Grand Champion at the American Royal. Jimmy C. was named after Jimmy Carter, who was then President of the United States. When 
S. Olive Louise Dallavis was gifted the steer she decided to turn 

it into cash for scholarships and began Avila’s first scholarship 
fundraiser, the Steer Dinner, held in Avila’s Marian Center on 
January 30, 1977. For more than 40 years, this signature event has 
provided critical scholarship support to students who otherwise 
might not be able to pursue their dream of a college education. 
Today, Avila’s Steer Dinner is one of the top 10 fundraising events in 
Kansas City, raising more than $1 million in 2016. Jimmy C.’s fame 
lives on beyond the Steer Dinner; his hide was used as a rug in the 
library for many years and now resides in Avila University’s archives. 
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NOTABLES 


The late JOHN J. SULLIVAN, JR. ’93 (HON.) AND THE JOHN J. SULLIVAN, JR. FOUNDATION 
are longtime supporters of scholarships and capital improvements at Avila University. His 
foundation has invested in Avila’s Mabee Fieldhouse, residence halls, the Steer Dinner 

and scholarships to help students in need. A remarkable advocate for Catholic education, 
John received an Honorary Doctorate from Avila in 1993. He is a member of the 

Heritage Society and served as an Honorary Chair of the Steer Dinner in 1998. 


DAVID KERR ’76 was a member of the first Avila basketball team, earning bachelor’s degrees in 

both economics and business administration. David went on to work for AT&T in 1979, including 
serving as president of AT&T Kansas from 2003 to 2007, where he was responsible for all regulatory, 
governmental and external affairs activities in the state. In 2007, he was appointed secretary of the 
Kansas Department of Commerce by then-Governor Kathleen Sebelius and two years later left to serve 
as Missouri’s director of economic development under Governor Jay Nixon. David is a member of the 
Heritage Society and Avila’s Board of Trustees, chairing the enrollment management committee. 


SUE KING WILLCOX ’79, Ph.D. has been a leader at Avila University since 1999 when she began 
work as assistant dean for academic affairs and associate professor of mathematics. Sue helped 


usher in vast changes to the way Avila’s campus works with technology as vice president for 


institutional effectiveness and information services, including increasingly heavy demand for 


real-time data, delivery of data, using data to demonstrate effectiveness, as well as assessment 


and institution accreditation. She supports the learning environment at Avila by overseeing 


information technology, information services, and the Learning Commons. In 2007, Sue received 


the Avila Medal of Honor and in 2014 the Honored Class Alumni Award. 


ALICE KITCHEN ’67 is an activist for social justice, one of the founding members 

of Amethyst Place for women and families recovering from drug and alcohol abuse and a 
founder of the Child Protection Center in Jackson County, Missouri. Alice, who was known as 
S. Irene Laughlin, SSS when she attended Avila, was recognized as the 2015 World Citizen 

of the Year and received the UN Mayor’s Award from the United Nations, Kansas City 
Chapter. In 2012, she was named one of ten “Champions of Change” and was honored 

at the White House for her dedication to improving access to health care. 


MARY MARGARET LAZIO, CSJ ’70 received a bachelor’s degree in nursing from Avila and became 
an effective leader in the field of health care. S. Mary Margaret began her career as a nurse at the 
St. Joseph Medical Center, followed by service as associate administrator in mission and values; 
vice president and director of nursing, and finally as the chief operating officer. She also served as 
executive director of special projects at Carondelet Health Corporation. In 2015, S. Mary Margaret 
received Avila’s School of Nursing Alumni Award, recognizing her commitment to the profession 
and her leadership to Avila as a former member of the board of trustees. She currently serves as a 
member of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet St. Louis Province leadership team. 
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STEPHEN LEE ’80 graduated from Avila with a bachelor of fine arts degree. He spent 
his career as a working character actor, receiving his first onscreen credit for a 

1981 episode of Hart to Hart. He went on to appear in more than 200 TV shows 
including Seinfeld, Nash Bridges, Hill Street Blues, Family Ties, Roseanne, 

Quantum Leap, Star Trek: The Next Generation, Everybody Loves Raymond, 

Grey’s Anatomy, NCIS. He also appeared in five TV series and more than 20 pilots. 
Stephen brought his talent to the big screen starring in 39 movies including the 
1987 Ritchie Valens biopic La Bamba, in which he played the Big Bopper. 


JAMES AYUEL LEEK DENG ’11 a native of Duk Fewil, AAli 
An Nil in South Sudan, is co-author of an autobiographical 
book about his experiences as a Lost Boy of Sudan. When 
he was just seven years old, James was forced to leave the 
South Sudan and live in a refugee camp in Kenya for 13 
years. Courageous Journey: Walking the Lost Boys’ Path from 
the Sudan to America was published in 2008. James was 
encouraged to share his experiences by his mentor, David 
Wissmann, who is professor of sociology at Avila University. 
James is also co-founder of the Lost Boys Face Foundation, 
a non-profit organization to support other refugees. He lives 


in Kansas City but remains active in his native land. 


As chair of Avila’s department of nursing, NORMA 

LEE LEWIS-LAVIK ’58 was passionate about nursing 
education. A natural leader, Norma grew the nursing 
program to an enrollment of more than 450 students and 
developed the area’s first RN completion program. Norma 
received the Avila Medal of Honor in 1972 for her many 
contributions to nursing education and the Education 
Award by the National Home Care Association. After 
retiring from Avila, Norma continued her passion for 
nursing education at the University of Missouri — Kansas 


City, Research College of Nursing, and NuVision, Inc. 


STUART LINDEMAN ’86 graduated from Avila with his 
bachelor of arts in health care administration and public 
administration. He is an accomplished career in health 
care, now serving as president and chief executive 
officer of Mission Health, a provider of senior living 

and skilled rehabilitation communities in more than six 
states. A 30-year veteran of the senior housing industry, 
Mission Health has tripled in size under his leadership. 
His accomplishments earned him the 2016 Avila 
Honored Class Alumni Award. 
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The JOHN AND NANCY 
MCCARTHY FAMILY have made a 
tremendous mark on Avila. Their 
leadership and support has helped 
provide numerous scholarships to 
Avila students and enhance the 
living and learning environment on 
campus. John served as a member 
of Avila’s Board of Trustees and 
John and Nancy served as co-chairs 
of the 2006 Steer Dinner. In 2007, 
they established the McCarthy 
Observation Deck on campus, a 
gathering space that overlooks the 
athletic fields. Together with their 
daughter, LAUREN MCCARTHY 
’07, they served as Honorary Chairs 
of the 2013 Steer Dinner, breaking 
all previous records of funds raised 
for student scholarships. Lauren 
continues to lead as a member of 
Avila’s Board of Counselors. The 
McCarthy’s are successful business 
owners with nine auto dealerships 
and five collision centers 
throughout Kansas and Missouri. 
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NOTABLES 


EDITH “EDIE” MESSINA ’66 ’06, the first female judge 

in the Jackson County Missouri Circuit Court, received 

her degree in English literature from Avila in 1966. Upon 
graduation, she joined the Peace Corps and served in 
Nigeria for two years as a high school teacher. After 
returning home, she obtained a law degree from the 
University of Missouri — Kansas City. Edie was appointed as 
circuit judge in Jackson County when assigned to Division 
12 by Gov. Christopher S. “Kit” Bond and was the first 
female selected by her colleagues to serve a two-year 


As long-time neighbors of Avila 
University, THOMAS A. AND SHARON 
MCCULLOUGH have watched Avila 
grow for more than 20 years. Tom 
joined the board of trustees in 1996 
while he served as chief operating 
officer of DST Systems Inc. and he 
served the board for 11 years, including 
serving as vice chair and leading the 
finance and nominating committees. 
Through THE MCCULLOUGH FAMILY 
FOUNDATION, they have supported 
scholarships, capital improvements and 
Eagles basketball, and are members of 
the Heritage Society and Father Medaille 
Society. The McCulloughs honored 

the memory of their dear friend, Bill 
Waris, Avila’s first athletic director and 
basketball coach, when they helped 
establish the William Waris Memorial 
Court in the Mabee Fieldhouse, as well 
as the William Waris Memorial Endowed 
Scholarship, which provides scholarships 
to basketball student athletes annually. 
In 2006 they established the McCullough 
Family Courtyard, which bears the 
shape of the Avila seal. Shortly after, 
Tom helped recruit Ron Slepitza, Ph.D., 
CSJA to become the 14th president of 
the university. They have also helped 
renovate the Avila Athletics Hall of Fame 
and generously supported the annual 
Steer Dinner. 
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term as presiding judge of the Jackson County Circuit Court from 1998 to 2000. After 


becoming intrigued by a psychological disorder of one of the litigants in her courtroom, 


she earned a master’s degree in counseling psychology in 2006 from Avila. Edie retired 
from the bench in 2014 and received the 2016 Outstanding Alumna Award. 


The BOB AND CAROL MILLER FAMILY has 
deep ties to Avila University. Both Carol and Bob 
were members of Avila’s Board of Counselors, 
longtime supporters of the Steer Dinner, 
including honorary chairs and Heritage Society 
members. Carol serves as an honorary chair of 
the Centennial Campaign. Growing up across the 
street from campus, Bob and Carol’s children 
played on its courts and fields and walked the 
campus grounds. Carol was a tennis coach at Avila 
and Bob started the honors banquet to honor 
hundreds of Avila students. They also established 
the Mary J. Miller Endowed Scholarship. Their 
support as a family and through their family 
business, the Robert E. Miller Group, has 
impacted hundreds of students. 


Professor emerita DONA NEUMAN created one 

of the first formal Women’s Studies programs in 

the Kansas City region in 1969. She recognized that 
no one course nor discipline could encompass all 
information related to women’s lives and established 
the concept of an interdisciplinary women’s studies 
program at Avila. It began as an experiment, and 
continues as a strong program today. Dona taught 
sociology at Avila for 38 years. Also during her tenure, 
Dona developed a gerontology program and brought 
an Elderhostel program to campus. A member of 
Avila’s Heritage Society, the Dona Neuman Endowed 
Scholarship supports students in need. 
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For 40 years, the 
NIGRO BROTHERS, 
including George 
Nigro, David Nigro, 
Ron Stricker, Toby 
Tyler and Ben Aldrich 
have volunteered 


their talents as auctioneers to Avila’s Steer Dinner, helping raise 
more than $10 million for student scholarships. Their high-energy 
enthusiasm for what they do and trademark cowboy hats get 
attendees excited and, in turn, motivated to give. The Nigro 
Brothers have donated thousands of hours and helped raised 
millions of dollars for nonprofits across Kansas City. The Steer 
Dinner wouldn’t be what it is today without them. 


CHRISTINE OJILE, ’82 has been 

an unwavering advocate for Avila 
for more than 30 years. She has 
served Avila in numerous leadership 
positions, including as a member 

of the alumni board, board of 
counselors, board of trustees, 
Centennial Campaign committee 
and Steer Dinner committee. She 


received her bachelor’s degree 
in management from Avila and played on the tennis team. 
Christine currently serves as senior vice president of client 
development for Kantar Retail, a global retail research, training 
and consultancy business. Prior to joining Kantar Retail, Christine 
had an extensive career with Hallmark Cards, Inc., in sales, 
training, trade, customer marketing and project management. 
She has received the Avila Medal of Honor, Alumni Service 
Award and Outstanding Alumni Award. She serves as secretary 
for the board of trustees and as a member of the learning 
environment and student success committees. 


AUDREY OLSON, CSJ taught American history at Avila in the 
1960s and early 1970s, and made history come alive for her 
students. An advocate for social justice issues, S. Audrey served 
as the social justice coordinator for the Sisters of St. Joseph and 
several diocese. A woman of strong convictions, she participated 
in several protests against nuclear weapons. During an 
appointment in the Diocese 
of LaCrosse, Wisconsin, 

S. Audrey started Project 
Milk, which works with local 
dairy farmers to convert their 
leftover milk to powdered 
milk and ship it to needy 
children in South and Central 
America. The program 


continues to this day. 


JESSICA D. PANKEY, BSN ’99 was a four-year letter winner 
in basketball and a two-year letter winner in volleyball. She 
earned first team Midlands Collegiate Athletic Conference 
(MCAC) All-Conference in basketball each of her four years, 
and was selected the MCAC basketball newcomer of the year 
in 1994-95. At the conclusion of her playing career, she was 
only the seventh person in NAIA history to have more than 
1,700 points and 1,200 rebounds. Jessica gained recognition 
several times on the dean’s 
honor roll and graduated 
with a bachelor of science 

in nursing. She is a nurse 

at St. Luke’s Hospital in 
Kansas City and has received 
numerous awards for quality 
patient care. 


ROBERT POWELL, Ph.D. has been a professor of biology at Avila since 1972. He is well known for 


many professional biologists. 
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co-discovering a new species of lizard collected on Union Island in the St. Vincent Grenadines, a small 
island in the southern Caribbean. After being recognized internationally, the lizard was officially named 
Daudini after Jaques Daudin, an amateur naturalist who lives on Union Island. Students of the 1970s 
frequently recall Dr. Powell’s 13-foot Burmese python, Sadie, that lived in his lab on campus. Robert 
has focused extensive research on the West Indian herpetofauna, making more than 60 trips to the 
West Indies, and taking undergraduate students with him when possible. Robert was awarded the Avila 
Medal of Honor in 1991 and in 2011, he was awarded the Meritorious Teaching Award in Herpetology 
in honor of his years of guiding undergraduate students in the study of amphibians and reptiles. He 

is known for motivating his students through undergraduate research and is credited with producing 
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LINDA REABY, Ph.D., ’67 
received her BSN from Avila in 
1967 and has since become a 


groundbreaking breast cancer 


researcher, pioneer, professor, 
and advocate. She has dedicated 
her professional career to raising 
public awareness of breast cancer 
and the importance of funding 

for breast cancer research. Linda, 
who is American and Australian, 
helped establish what has 
become a major Australian-wide 
annual event, Australia’s Breast 
Cancer Day. She developed a 
decision-making model for health 
professionals to ascertain whether 
women are making informed 
decisions about their treatment 
alternatives and was a national 
finalist for the Senior Australian of 
the Year Award in 2008. She was 
recognized in 1999 with Avila’s 
Outstanding Alumna Award. 
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As the executive director of Saint Louis University Hospital, 
LEONA (LEE) ROBBEN ’62, led the urban hospital to fulfill 

its health and teaching mission. Now retired, Lee helped 
orchestrate the first billion dollar sale of a hospital when Saint 
Louis University Hospital sold to Tenet Healthcare Corporation 
in 1998. A former member Avila’s Board of Trustees, she 
served as chair of the enrollment management committee 


and as a member of the learning environment committee. She 
received the Alumni Achievement Award in 1999 in recognition of her accomplishments 
and long-time support of Avila’s nursing and scholarship programs. Lee and her husband, 
Dr. Gary Robben also serve on the committee for the Centennial Campaign. 


ANNA SCHLETT, CSJ served as the first registrar of Avila 
University for more than 20 years and helped establish the 
campus on Wornall Road. One of the original sisters to move 
to the new campus in 1963, S. Anna slept in her office in Blasco 
Hall until living quarters were built in Foyle Hall. She later 
served on Avila’s Board of Counselors and Board of Trustees. 
For her dedication to Avila and its mission, she was awarded 
the Avila Medal of Honor in 1972. 


ANN MAE SCHORFHEIDE, CSJ, Ph.D. ’54 is a leader in 
health care education. She received her diploma in nursing 
from Avila and after completing her Ph.D., she was an 
associate professor of nursing at Avila. She established 

and directed the nurse midwifery education program at 
the University of Kansas Medical Center and orchestrated 
the programs’ successful pre-accreditation process. In the 
mid-1970s, she and a midwife colleague established one of 


the country’s first private practices with a doctor-midwife 

partnership. S. Ann served on Avila’s Board of Trustees for a decade and received the Avila 
University Distinguished Alumna of the Year Award in 2004. She also serves as a cass alumni 
partner for the class of 1954. Together with her sisters Mary Bolin ’47 and Helen McKee, 
she established the Fred and Lucille Schorfheide Endowed Scholarship in honor of her 


parents that is awarded annually to a junior or senior nursing major. 


JOE SCHRICK ’83 was named a two-time soccer All-American during his time 
at Avila. Joe played on the All-Midwest and All-District teams for three years, 
was the leading goal scorer in the nation in 1982 and is a career scoring 
leader. Joe was inducted into the Avila Athletics Hall of Fame after the 1982 
men’s soccer team finished the regular season as the number one rated 
team in the NAIA national poll and received the number one seed in the 
national tournament. In just their sixth year as an intercollegiate program, 
the 1982 men’s soccer team placed fourth at the NAIA National Soccer 
Tournament and captured the District 16 Championship for the first time in 
school history. Joe is married to fellow Avila alum, Jeanne Schrick ’85. 
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BARBARA (COX) SHATTO’75 graduated from Avila with a Barbara and her husband, Leroy, purchased the family dairy 
nursing degree. She began working at the Kansas City Veterans farm, and have since transformed it into a thriving company 
Affairs Medical Center and stayed for more than 35 years, that delivers milk, ice cream and cheese directly to hundreds 
serving as the director of performance and patient care of stores and homes in the Kansas City region. Their Country 
improvement and chief of radiology. While she established Store on the Shatto farm in Osborn, Missouri enjoys more than 
her successful nursing career, she also established a well- 70,000 visitors annually. Barbara has served as a class alumni 
known family business, Shatto Milk Company. In the mid-1990s __ partner for the class of 1975. 


STEPHEN SIRRIDGE, Ph.D. was born to be an educator. With parents, siblings and a 
spouse who are all teachers, it should have been no surprise that he taught Avila University 
students for 40 years. Stephen is professor emeritus of psychology and was clinical director 
of the master of science in clinical psychology program. In 2000, he established the Stephen 
T. Sirridge Psychology Scholarship, which is awarded to an Avila psychology graduate or 
undergraduate student annually. In 2001, Stephen received the Avila Medal of Honor for his 
years of teaching and inspiring students. 


LAURA SLOAN, Ph.D. taught at Avila University for 22 years and served as dean of the 
school of education. She taught children’s literature, assessment and remediation, 
reading practicum, and general methods. She received the Avila Honorary Alumna 

Award in 2008 and the Medal of Honor in 1996. The Laura Sloan Children’s Collection in 
the Hooley-Bundschu Library was named to commemorate her immense contribution 
to her field and the university. Laura was the only private school representative on 


the national board for the American Association of Colleges for Teacher Education. 


SENATOR GREGORY A. SMITH ’06, ’10 has spent his lifetime in service to his community. 
Senator Smith served as a submarine sailor in the United States Navy, law enforcement 
officer, teacher, nonprofit executive director and public servant. In 2007, he and his wife, 
Missey, established the Kelsey Smith Foundation to honor their daughter who was tragically 
murdered. In 2009, the Kansas Legislature passed the Kelsey Smith Act, proposed by Greg 
and Missey Smith. The law compels telecommunications companies to cooperate quickly with 
law enforcement to track the whereabouts of someone reasonably suspected to be in grave 
danger. This work inspired him to run for political office. Greg served in the Kansas Legislature 
as a House Republican in 2010 and became a Kansas state Senator in 2013. He is the recipient 
of the 2012 Avila Alumni Achievement Award. 
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RUTH F. STUCKEL, CSJ, Ph.D. is a professor emerita of philosophy. She taught at Avila 
for more than 30 years. In the 1980s, she served as regional superior and provincial 


counselor for the Sisters of St. Joseph St. Louis Province. In 2007, S. Ruth established the 


CSJ Associates (CSJA) program at Avila University, along with Nicole Nicoll. Since then, 


nearly 70 individuals have participated in the program, through which they experience the 


spirit of the Sisters of St. Joseph through relationships with sisters, associates and other 


candidates and by learning the history, spirituality and ministry of the CSJ community. 


S. Ruth received the Honorary Alumna Award from Avila in 2015. 


A leader in the 

School of Science & 
Health since 1973, 

C. LARRY GARRISON 
SULLIVAN, Ph.D., has 
been instrumental in 
making Avila’s health and 
science programs highly 


recognized and regarded 
throughout Kansas City and beyond. Larry began his career 
at Avila teaching chemistry. Today, he is dean of the school 
of science & health and an advisor for pre-health students. 
Larry is active in numerous professional associations, including 
serving as past president of the National Association of Advisors 
for the Health Professions (NAAHP). He received the Missouri 
Governor’s Award for Teaching Excellence and in 2016 received 
the first Carol Baffi-Dugan Award by the NAAHP. He is an 
honorary chair of Avila’s Centennial Campaign and a recipient of 
the Avila Medal of Honor. 


Look around campus, 
and you will see 

the impact of THE 
SUNDERLAND 
FOUNDATION. For 
more than a quarter 
century, the Sunderland 
Foundation has funded 
construction and capital 
improvements at Avila 


University. This focus 
reflects the foundation’s heritage. It was established in 1945 by 
Lester T. Sunderland, who served as president of the Ash Grove 
Cement Company for 33 years. Support from The Sunderland 
Foundation has helped build or improve the Learning 
Commons, the Science & Health Complex, Jeanne Collins 
Thompson Hall, computer labs and the Thornhill Art Gallery. 
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Former PRESIDENT HARRY 
S. TRUMAN gave formal 
approval to Avila to offer a 
lecture series in his name in 


1971. In response to an 
appeal from S. Olive Louise 
Dallavis, Avila holds exclusive 
rights to the Distinguished 


Harry S. Truman Lecture 
Series. The first lecture was delivered by David E. Bell, 

vice president of the Ford Foundation and Truman’s fist 
administrative assistant. Over the years, Margaret Mead, Dead 
Man Walking author Helen Prejean, CSJ, William F. Buckley 
(shown in the photograph with S. Olive), Senator Nancy 
Kassebaum, Coretta Scott King, Clarence Kelly, Joseph Califano, 
and Louis Zamperini have spoken during the annual event. 

The lecture series is now integrated annually into the first-year 
experience at Avila. 


ROOM 
The VICTOR E. AND CAROLINE E. SCHUTTE FOUNDATION- 
TRUST E, BANK OF AMERICA AND DAVID W. FRANTZE, 
TRUSTEES has helped beautify campus and enhance the 
learning environment at Avila University for more than a 
decade. Support from the foundation includes the Learning 
Commons, monument signage and other campus renovations. 
The foundation was established for Victor E. Schutte, owner of 
Schutte Lumber Company, and his wife, Caroline, who also ran 
the company. Support from the foundation has helped fuel a 
renaissance at the institution, including more new construction 
and renovation in the past five years than in the past 50. 
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NOTABLES 


THOMAS A. WEBSTER, a community activist, prolific writer and scholar renowned for his 
work on Central American Indians, was chair of the social science department at Avila from 
1960 to 1975. Thomas’ personal research interests included the culture of the Cuna Indians 

of San Blas, Panama, as well as other, Pre-Columbian societies. Thomas was a passionate 
advocate for civil rights, including economic empowerment and the elevation of the standard 
of living in historically underserved urban communities. Throughout his life, Thomas received 
numerous awards and served on many committees, commissions, and boards, including the 

Jackson County Charter Commission, the Jackson County Advisory Commission on Human 
Relations, the Missouri Housing Development Commission, the Governor’s Advisory Council 


for Housing and Neighborhood Investment Study and the Santa Fe Outreach Project. 


For nearly 40 years, DAVID WISSMANN, Ph.D., has helped advance the mission of Avila. 
Since 1979, David has served in various leadership roles, including chair of the department 

of law and justice studies, director of continuing education and Weekend College. He is a 
professor of sociology and has conducted countless data analysis projects and assessments 
that have helped Avila advance in a data-driven world. In addition, David has contributed in 

a number of ways to the Higher Learning Commission (HLC) since 1995. He has served as a 
peer reviewer, team chair, and peer corps advisory and training staff member. In 2011, he was 
elected to the Higher Learning Commission Board of Trustees and in 2014 he was selected to 
chair the HLC Committee on Strategy. In 2015 he was elected to the executive committee of 


the HLC Board. David received the Avila Medal of Honor in 1992 and was named professor of 
the year twice, once in 1993 and again in 2012. 


WOMEN’S ATHLETICS at Avila has established a notable 
history of excellence, including sending three teams to 
national championships since 2005. Avila’s dance team, 

the 2005 Glitter Girls, won the Universal Dance Association 
National Championship. Krista Nelson ’10 of golf qualified 
as an individual for nationals in 2009. The women’s golf 
team competed at nationals in 2012, the only conference 
champs in this sport ever, including Maddie Deardorf, Emily 
Friedrich ’13, Colbi Howser ’15, Emily Ryan ’12 and Kelby 
Shroeder. Avila’s 2013 Cheer team won the Universal Cheer 
Association National Championship. 


JACK AND GLENNA WYLIE were generous supporters of Avila University’s School of 
Nursing and residential life. Before retiring, Jack worked as CFO at DST Systems, Inc., and 
Glenna was a community advocate for animals. Jack enjoyed honoring Glenna through 
their support, first donating a piano in their name for the Orscheln Chapel. In 2013 he 
established the Glenna Wylie Nursing Study Room and just before his death in 2014, he 
named Avila’s newest residence hall GLENNA WYLIE HALL to honor the memory of his 
late wife. Glenna Wylie Hall houses nearly 100 students annually. He also established the 
Glenna Wylie Nursing Scholars, which provided 12 nursing students with a full scholarship. 
Their legacy and impact continues through the Jack F. and Glenna Y. Wylie Foundation, 
which recently contributed $1 million for scholarships to help grow Avila’s endowment. &\ 
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FACULTY ACCOMPLISHMENTS 


School of Education 
Alumni and Friends 


The Avila University School 

of Education is hosting an 
accreditation visit by the 
Council for the Accreditation 
of Educator Preparation (CAEP) 
on February 5 - 7, 2017. 


s an important part of our mission to 
| ea educators you are invited 
to submit your comments to the visiting 
team. Comments must address substan- 
tive matters relating to the quality of the 
professional education programs offered 
at Avila University and should specify 
your relationship to the Avila University 
School of Education (i.e., graduate of the 
SOE, employer of a graduate, present or 
former faculty or staff, board member). 


Your written testimony may 
be submitted to: 


Site Visitors 

CAEP 

1140 19th Street NW, Suite 400 
Washington, DC 20036 

Or via e-mail at 
callforcomments@caepnet.org 


Comments will be accepted through 
March 1, 2017. Please contact Alicia 
Murillo, SOE Assessment Coordina- 
tor at Alicia.murillo@avila.edu or via 
phone at 816-501-2465 with questions 
regarding the accreditation process. 
Thank you for your time and commit- 
ment to shaping future educators! /\ 
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Faculty Accomplishments 


Carol Coburn, Ph.D., published her article 
Ahead of its Time ... Or, Right on Time? The 
Role of the Sister Formation Conference for 
American Women Religious and tied for first 
place for best essay at the Catholic Press As- 
sociation Convention in June. 


Kelly Minerva, Ph.D., has two articles 
scheduled for publication this fall. They are 
a chapter on the representations of beggars 
in two novels by Anosh Irani for an essay 
collection entitled Postcolonial Urban Out- 
casts: City Margins in South Asian Literature 
(Routledge, October 2016) and an entry on 
Rohinton Mistry for Steven Kellman’s next 
edition of Critical Survey of American Litera- 
ture (Salem Press and Grey House Publishing, 
November 2016). 


Marci Aylward, MFA, was invited to show 
her original art pieces in Taipai, Taiwan, at 
the One World, One Family exhibition, along 
with her husband and Avila adjunct, John 


Davis Carroll. Marci was also selected as a U.S. 


representative at the /nternational Women 
Artist’s Exhibition in Kaohsiung City, Taiwan. 


Steve Daggett, Ph.D., was selected to 
participate in a tour of hospitals in and 
around Madrid, Spain, through the Atlantis 
Project, which offers international pre- 
med medical shadowing fellowships to 
undergraduates. 


Ron McCleary was elected to regional 
conference registrar by the board of the 
Consortium for Computing Sciences in 
Colleges. Ron will be ex-officio member of 
the regional board and will be responsible for 
providing conference attendance information 
to the national leadership. 


Amy Milakovic, Ph.D., presented Whose 
Lives Matter? Implications of Madison’s 
Erasure of Campus Protesters at the Rheto- 
ric Society of America biennial conference 
in Atlanta. She also moderated the panel 
discussion of The Religious Write: Rhetorics of 
Stability and Change in Religious Writing and 
Reading Cultures at the same conference. 


Regina Staves, Ph.D., was appointed to 
the professional counselors board by the 
Missouri Senate. 


Dotty Hamilton, Ph.D., was a festival 
programmer for the narrative and documen- 
tary shorts for the Kansas International Film 
Festival and will serve as one of three judges 
for the 2017 Top Ten Business Women’s 


Recognition Program for the American 
Business Women’s Association (ABWA). /&\ 


Left to right, top to bottom: Carol Coburn, Ph.D., Kelly Minerva, Ph.D., Marci Aylward, MFA, 
Steve Daggett, Ph.D., Ron McCleary, Amy Milakovic, Ph.D., Regina Staves, Ph.D., Dotty Hamilton, Ph.D. 
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FACULT ts P Om LGD? 


Professor of 
the Year 


Ashlyn Hull leads radiologic science program 
into a bright future 


hen Ashlyn Hull 708 
graduated from high 
school, she was uncertain 


“Ashlyn brings a high of her college plans or 
; career direction. But after witnessing a 
level of experience and close relative’s ultrasound, she immedi- 


ately discovered her life’s work. Ashlyn 


excitement into her 


completed her undergraduate radiologic 
classroom She brings science degree from Avila, then received 
her Master of Science in adult, occupa- 


SO much knowledge and tional and continuing education from Kansas State University, returning to Avila in 2010 
as a Clinical coordinator. Six years later she was named director of radiologic science 


energy Into every lecture, and was honored by the students as Avila University professor of the year for 2015-16. 


she makes it easy for 


“| adore what | do,” Ashlyn said. “I feel blessed to work with two colleagues, Kristi 
Littleton, (M.S. Ed. ’95) and Sarah Sanford, (M.S. Ed. ’08), each day. They are amazing 


students to engage.” at what they do and share the same passion for teaching and love of the field as | do. 
Not to mention, we have the best students.” 

Sa ra h Sa nfo rd, M S. Ed 3 Ashlyn acknowledges the obvious uniqueness of Avila’s radiologic science program. 
It’s the only bachelor’s degree program in the Kansas City area. But she is also quick to 

R.T. (R)(CT) ’08 point out the outstanding Avila faculty and the multiple affiliate sites as being a large 


part of the program’s growth. 

“The on-campus instructors take pride in the program and go to great lengths to 
ensure our students have the resources they need to succeed. We care so deeply for 
our students; we frequently hear from them years after they graduate. Hiring manag- 
ers in the area often call us directly for graduates rather than posting positions, and the 
affiliate hospitals ensure our students possess the skill sets they need to thrive in the 
fast-paced world of healthcare imaging.” 

With Ashlyn at the helm, the program has lofty goals for the future. Plans for more 
advanced technology in the classroom and computerized testing across the curriculum 
is on her agenda. /4\ 
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FUTURE HEALTHCARE LEADERS 


Health Care 
Informatics 
Launches 


new health care major debuted 

at Avila University this fall. 

Health care informatics is a bach- 
elor’s of science degree designed for 
students interested in careers in science, 
mathematics, programming and biologi- 
cal sciences. 

Although some colleges and univer- 
sities offer health care informatics on 
the graduate level, Avila will be one of 
the first in the country to offer it as an 
undergraduate degree. “This program is 
poised to launch students into the world 
of data analytics and data science,” 
said Aruna Rao, Avila’s new assistant 
professor in the computer science and 
software engineering department. 
“According to the latest McKinsey re- 
port, more than 190,000 jobs will need 
to be filled in this health care market by 
the year 2018. Hence, Avila will be fore- 
most in preparing students for this niche 
market within the health care field.” 
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Aruna will oversee the health care 
informatics program. Before joining 
Avila, she completed her Master of 
Science in management information 
systems from Northern Illinois Uni- 
versity, pre-medicine course work at 
Rockhurst University, and doctorate 
course work and comprehensive exams 
in health policy and management at the 
University of Kansas Medical Center. 

The need for health care data scien- 
tists is growing rapidly. Health care 
companies are finding that they need 
professionals skilled in patient satisfac- 
tion surveys, obtaining data collection 
and improving hospital processes. 
Salaries are expected to start around 
$85,000. Kansas City companies such 
as Cerner and DST are already in the 
market for these skilled positions. 
Graduates of Avila’s health care infor- 
matics program will be prepared to 
fill these positions. 


“This program is 


poised to launch stu- 
dents into the world 
of data analytics and 
data science.” 

Aruna Rao, assistant 
professor of computer 
science and software 


engineering 
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Explore the Globe 
and Be Inspired 


vila University’s Center for Global 
Ae and Social Justice will again 
be offering travel courses, blending aca- 
demic coursework in an immersive experi- 
ence. This fall and in the spring of 2017 
students can choose to travel to Cuba, 
Bahamas, Montreal, Rwanda or India. 


Justice, Peace and 
Integrity of Creation 


he International Justice, Peace and 
les of Creation team of the 
Sisters of St. Joseph met in St. John, 
Florida, in June for five days for contem- 
plative planning. Kansas City area sisters 
and Avila professor Ken Parsons, Ph.D. 
were among the attendees. The gathering 
represented countries from around the 
globe, including Algeria, Argentina, Austra- 
lia, Brazil, Canada, England, Haiti, India, 
Italy, New Zealand, Peru and the United 
States. This group has met over the years 
to further the global justice ministry and 
respond to issues with one unified voice. 

Various presentations were offered 
by the international participants with the 
highlight being the convergence of Pope 
Francis’ Encyclical Laudato Si and the 
United Nations Sustainable Development 
Goals. These goals informed the conversa- 
tions at the conference by acting together 
in justice for people and the planet. The 
group concluded the meeting with direc- 
tion of how to continue to work globally 
on justice. 
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GLOBAL COMMUNITY 


Inspired Advocate 


uti Cavusoglu is a senior student majoring in international advocacy and she is 
inspired to make her mark on Avila before she graduates in December. In addition 
to her classwork, Tuti has been working diligently to start a campus United Na- 
tions (U.N.) chapter at Avila. 

Tuti, who is originally from Turkey, already has two undergraduate degrees. She studied 
in Turkey and in Germany before seeking the international advocacy degree at Avila. In 
those countries, student organizations are not as prevalent as they are in America. But at 
Avila, she quickly learned how to get involved, and she set her sights on the United Nations. 

“1 first began by attending the Greater Kansas City U.N. chapter meetings, and | 
researched the chapters at colleges and universities. | came to realize that in Missouri, no 
university has a U.N. chapter,” Tuti said. “Avila would be the first in the state, and | knew it 
was something | could do and contribute to my campus and on the local community level.” 
She also recognized that the U.N. mission is perfectly aligned with Avila’s mission. 

In June, Tuti travelled to the United Nations Association 2016 Leadership Summit in 
Washington, D.C. There, she attended multiple training sessions on peace, global impact, 
human rights, active citizenry, refugee issues, multilateral affairs, climate change and for- 
eign service. You can find out more on the Avila U.N. Facebook page (www.facebook.com/ 
unitednationsavilau). %) 


“I came to realize that in Missouri, 
no university has a U.N. chapter ... 
Avila would be the first in the state ...” 


Tuti Cavusoglu, senior 
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TRANSFORMATIONAL LEARNING 


Mission Meets 
Macroeconomics 


Integrating Avila altruism through transformational learning experiences 


ransformational learning at Avila involves a structural shift for students. It’s a shift 

that boldly alters their basic premises of thought, relationships and actions. It 

broadens their understanding beyond the traditional classroom lecture. Assistant 
professor of economics in the School of Business, Malcolm Gold, Ph.D., uses transforma- 
tional learning practices to give his students a fresh perspective; applying what they learn 
in the classroom and integrating it with the Avila mission, and connecting these concepts 
to the real world through an experiential course project. 

In EC 203, Principles of Macroeconomics, Malcolm utilizes featured guest speakers, 
an off-campus site visit, a service project and reflection papers during each step of the 
process. 

“The purpose of this project is to connect macroeconomics principles with Avila’s 
mission of serving the dear neighbor without distinction, while challenging pre-conceived 
notions of unemployment. Taking students out of their comfort zones and learning to be 
around people from different backgrounds, | hope the students are able to connect with 
humanity and realize the significance of being at the right place at the right time. It is 
about being part of something larger than yourself,” said Malcolm. 

“Before macroeconomics, | had not genuinely thought about how unemployment 
really affects people,” said EC 203 student Kyle Spain. “This definitely changed the way 
| looked at unemployment as a whole. Now, | look at it as a real struggle that an individu- 


al must overcome to better themselves.” 
During the semester, students have an opportunity for an off-campus site visit with 
the Bishop Sullivan Center (BSC), one of the largest providers of household assistance in 


Malcolm Gold, Ph.D., leads his principles the Kansas City area. The mission of BSC is to provide basic necessities to people who are 
of macroeconomics students through a unable to do so, and to assist those who are able, to become financially self-sufficient by 
transformational learning experience that finding employment. Malcolm is immensely thankful for the BSC’s participation in the 
combines guest speakers, an off-site project as the students’ perspectives and experiences are often quite different from 


service project and reflection papers. campus experiences. In a final reflection paper, Sheyanna Thompson shared her trans- 


formation, “Before starting the service learning project or even going to Bishop Sullivan 
Center, | didn’t think much about the people out there that needed help. In all honesty, 
| was scared of homeless people. But after everything we have accomplished, I’m not 
scared any more, I’m more interested in lending a hand to those who need it.” 

EC 203 macroeconomics students have demonstrated the impact of transformational 
learning and the Avila mission in inspiring and truly life-changing ways. As a result of this 
one macroeconomics course, a group of students raised money to purchase 77 sleeping 
bags, while another group led a monetary drive both on and off campus, raising $700 in 
only two weeks by locating a matching corporate sponsor. /) 
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ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT 


Rita Flaherty, CSJ ’38 


f you were an Avila student in the 

1970s or 1980s, the chances are good 

that you took a mathematics class from 

Rita Flaherty, CSJ ’38. The chances are 
equally good that you agree with Avila 
alumnus David Storm, “S. Rita was so 
sweet. If there was a dictionary descrip- 
tion of all the positive qualities of what 
it means to be a sister, S. Rita’s picture 
would be next to it,” Storm said. “She was 
an excellent teacher. | took statistics from 
her as a refresher before starting my Ph.D. 
program.” 

S. Rita was born in Kansas City, Mis- 

souri, and was called to enter the Sisters 
of St. Joseph of Carondelet in 1938, where 


Avila.edu 


she was received into the novitiate as 

S. Marie Edouarda in 1939. She earned an 
associate of arts degree from St. Teresa’s 
College in 1938, her bachelor’s in math- 
ematics from Fontbonne College in 1946 
and a master’s degree in mathematics 
from Saint Louis University in 1951. Cur- 
rently, S. Rita is one of Avila’s oldest living 
alumnae at 96 years old. 

S. Rita’s high school teaching career 
was varied and expansive, touching many 
lives and taking her to many locations 
throughout the Midwest. “Traveling 
around was kind of the way younger 
sisters operated in those days,” S. Rita 
said. “I served where the Lord needed 


~ 


me and where | could best minister to 
others.” 

During the 1940s S. Rita taught at 
Holy Rosary, St. Leo and St. Louis Cathe- 
dral in St. Louis. Throughout the 1950s 
and early 1960s, she taught in Denver, 
Waco, Texas. and in Kansas City, Missouri. 
It was in 1968 that S. Rita began nearly 30 
years of service in the Kansas City — 

St. Joseph Diocese which brought her 
back to Avila. For 18 years she was a 
beloved faculty member at Avila College. 

“When | came to Avila, which was 
in its infancy, | was a little fearful to be 
teaching college for the first time. But all 
of that evaporated when the other sisters 
and the faculty accepted me into the 
fold,” she said. “Sisters Marie Joan Harris, 
(CSJ, Ph.D.), and Felice Helmes, (CSJ) were 
particularly welcoming. And so Avila very 
quickly became my home. And | really 
loved the students.” 

S. Rita returned to St. Louis in 1994 
where she worked as a hospitality coordi- 
nator at the Nazareth Living Center until 
she retired in 2004. Today S. Rita resides 
at Nazareth Living Center where she con- 
tinues to carry out her ministry of prayer 
and witness. 

“Now, being retired, | just try the 
best I can to help others. It’s my privilege, 
really. | want to be respectful of every per- 
son because each of us is a child of God. 
We are one of His special creatures. | see 
each person as Christ walking through the 
fields with me.” 

In the spring of 2016, S. Rita once 
again graced the Avila campus during 
commencement activities and gave the 
graduates an inspiring address during 
Avila’s centennial sending ceremony. /) 
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$750,000 Challenge Grant 
for Performing Arts Center 
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he. J.E. and L.E. Mabee Founda- 
tion based in Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
has issued a $750,000 challenge 
grant to Avila University for 
the Goppert Performing Arts Center. To 
receive the challenge grant, Avila must 
raise the remaining $3.1 million needed 
for the Goppert Performing Arts Cen- 
ter project by October, 2017. The total 
project cost of $8 million will provide 
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students with additional performance 
spaces, classrooms, rehearsal areas, 
equipment and technology, a newly 
designed scene shop and a 200-seat labo- 
ratory blackbox theatre. The Sunderland 
Foundation also recently committed a 
generous gift of $400,000 to the project, 
which brings the total raised to $4.85 
million. The Center is expected to be 
complete by fall 2018. 
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y special invitation from Sig. Ignazio 

Marino, the mayor of Rome, 25 

members of Avila University’s music 
department performed in the Festival Co- 
rale Internazionale di Roma in June, 2016. 
The festival of American and Italian choirs 
performed Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica in 


The sights and sounds of Italy will last a lifetime for these Avila students. 


= 
—- 
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the Vatican as well as the Festival Finale 
Concert in Basilica di Santa Maria sopra 
Minerva. Three of the six soloists were 
Avila students: Alexandra Mester, Jessica 
Lewis and Elise Pates ’16. 

After being recognized as the out- 
standing ensemble of the Festival Corale 


CREATIVE ARTS 


Internazionale di Roma, an outdoor 
concert was arranged and added to the 
schedule in the courtyard of Basilica di 
San Paolo fuori le Mura (the Basilica of St. 
Paul Outside the Walls). The sound of the 
singing drew an audience of more than 
200 with no publicity and requests for 
“encore” resulted in a memorable perfor- 
mance for all. 

In addition to the festival, the Avila 
University Singers were chosen for an 
extended tour of Italy as part of the 
American Celebration of Music in Italy. 
The choir traveled to perform in Florence, 
Italy, and then through Tuscany to cities 
and villages including Venice, Verona, 
Sienna and Milan performing special Avila 
University concerts for four more nights 
before returning home. 3! 


Serving Our 
ommunity 


ach fall, first year Avila University students volunteer a full day of service at 

Harvesters — The Community Food Network based in Kansas City. This year nearly 

200 students repacked more than 60,000 pounds of food for distribution in keeping 
with Avila’s value of “helping the dear neighbor without distinction.” /) 


Celebrating 100: 
Centennial Trip 


In May, a group of 20 alumni, sisters and university 
leaders traveled to Le Puy, Lyon and Paris. 


@¢ g- ur Centennial trip to France with Avila University was 

O%. extraordinary experience. We were able to witness 
the humble beginnings of the Sisters of St. Joseph as well as 
gain the friendship of the sisters who are the living embodiment 
of that history.” — Kristie Kuehl 715 


Lh e Centennial trip to France was a gift that touched my 
spirit. Le Puy and Lyon were filled with reminders of our 

early Sisters. Being there both confirmed my commitment to 

this wonderful community of women known as the Sisters of 

St. Joseph and inspired me to continue to love God and the 

dear neighbor without distinction in new ways.” 

— Marie J. Harris, CSJ 
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tl hen we started the trip, we had an opening meeting in 

Ws. hotel and were told we would experience France as 
tourists, travelers, and pilgrims. Through all three phases of the 
trip, we saw a beautiful country, met friendly and helpful people, 
and best of all, spent all phases with 20 wonderful people. The 
highlight was witnessing the Sisters of St. Joseph renewing their 
vows and singing Sante Joseph with the rest of the group at the 
Chapel of Saint Michel in Le Puy.” — Suzanne Slepitza 


@¢ JX fter seeing the pictures for years, it was surreal to be 
standing, sitting and praying in the kitchen where the 

first six Sisters of St. Joseph gathered. Visiting and praying in 

the chapels where Father Medaille and the sisters would have 

prayed in Le Puy was an experience | will cherish forever. 

Finally, to experience the place where Mother St. John Fontbonne 

lived and died was more moving than | could have imagined. 

So much good happened because of these people.” 

— Dave Armstrong, CSJA, Director of University 

Mission and Ministry 
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uring their first semester on cam- 


pus, Avila freshmen are challenged 

to connect with the university 
mission while examining social justice is- 
sues in a unique first year seminar. FS 101 
is a one-credit hour course that asks all 
incoming students to reflect on the history 
of Avila, its mission and its values through 
a common reading book, special speakers, 
class discussions and a reflection paper. 

This year, along with their discussions, 

students had the opportunity to view the 


ll ‘o places in Le Puy touched my 
jee and soul. The first is the 
kitchen where the first Sisters of St. Joseph 
gathered in the morning to discern God’s 
call to service in the world. The second 
was in the Chapel of St. Michel on the 
mountain in Le Puy. In its quiet simplicity 
a holy place where Sisters gathered to 
renew their vows in solidarity with us 
pilgrims. Where it all began and with 
whom it continues; nurtured by our 
relationships with each other.” 
— Ronald A. Slepitza, Ph.D., CJA 


To see more pictures, refer to the 


feature story on pages 8-10 
of this issue of Accent. 
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HERITAGE, SPIRITUALITY AND SERVICE 


First Year Experience 


PBS documentary Sisters of Selma: Bear- 
ing Witness for Change and speak with its 
director, producer and editor, Jayasri Hart. 

The film highlights the historic civil 
rights march from Selma to Montgomery, 
Alabama in 1965 from the perspective of 
the Catholic sisters who participated. This 
was significant, as this was the first time 
the nation as a whole saw Catholic sisters 
in a public demonstration. 

Many of the sisters who marched and 
who were prominently featured in the 
film are Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet 
and Avila alumnae. Avila professor Carol 
Coburn, Ph.D., was also a consultant on 
the film. 

Another connection the film has with 
Avila was also announced at the viewing. 
In an effort to preserve the film and make 
the extended footage and interviews more 
widely available, Avila University now 


owns the licensing and the university is 

archiving all of the materials used in the 
film. “Some of the most interesting stuff 
didn’t make it on the DVD,” said Jayasri. 

“It is the story of the sisters. Now 
everyone has access to it.” 

This year’s common reading assign- 
ment was Carolyn Maull McKinstry’s 
memoir While the World Watched. This is 
Carolyn’s story of surviving the Sixteenth 
Street Baptist church bombing in 1965 and 
growing up in the Jim Crow south. Carolyn 
visited campus in October, met with 
students and was the featured speaker of 
the 2016 Harry S. Truman Distinguished 
Lecture Series. As part of the lecture 
series the students were also involved in 
a town hall discussion on race relations in 
Kansas City. Panelists included local activi- 
ties, journalists and Missouri 5th District 


Congressman Emanuel Cleaver II. 5) 


“We experienced amazing French culture, history and food with Avila friends, faculty and 


alumni.” — Kristie Keuhl ’15 
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ALUMNI NEWS AND EVENTS 


A 


™” 100 STRONG: 


deus A CENTURY OF INSPIRATION 


early 500 alumni from around the country returned to cam- teams. Fun was had by many who attended Dinner Theatre 
pus for Homecoming 2016. The Heritage Society welcomed before the production Boeing Boeing and to wrap-up the weekend, 
10 new members and honored the alumnae from the classes 14 alumni were recognized for their outstanding contributions 

of 1951, 1956 and 1966. The Athletics department inducted six new and accomplishments at the annual Alumni Awards Luncheon. 


members into the Hall of Fame, including four individuals and two 


Heritage Luncheon > 
Alumnae from the class of 1947 

were in attendance to support 

Rose Marie Carrollo Falco ’47, who 
was inducted into the Heritage 
Society at the luncheon. 

Pictured: Front row (L to R): 

Rose Marie Carrollo Falco ’47, 

Katy (Childs) Hake ’47. Back row (L to R): 
Mary Elizabeth (Hessel) Heiman ’47, 
Rosemary Flanigan ’47, CSJ, Ph.D., 
Marybeth Malsie Swartz-O’Malley ’47 


Mark your calendars for 
next year’s Homecoming: 
Sept. 29 — Oct. 2, 2017 
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Class of 1966 50th Reunion > 
Front row: (L to R): Pat Daniels Pacheco 
’66, Nancy Whelan Heynes ’66, 

Meg Salamone McGrath ’66, 

Martha Leahy Staker ’66. 

Back row: (L to R): Aileen Altman 
Richmond ’66, Sally Dove Reinemeyer ’66, 
Jeanie Bond ’66, Joyce Backes Fox ’66, 
Helen Eagen Boedeker 66, Julie Trotter ’66 


Tailgate > 

A pre-game tailgate featured barbecue, 
performances by the drum line, Avila’s 
Glitter Girls and cheerleading squads as 
well as a visit from Avila’s mascot, Dom. 


Avila.edu 
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< Heritage Luncheon 

Lucy Schmidt Walker ’51, pictured with 
President Ron Slepitza, Ph.D., CSJA, was 
recognized at the Heritage Luncheon in 
celebration of her 65th reunion year. 


V Meg Salamone McGrath, Nancy Whelan 
Heynes and Jeanie Bond, members of the 
class of 1966, look back at photos from 
their time as students at Avila College. 
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Each year, the Avila Alumni Association recognizes the outstanding achievements of alumni making exceptional 


contributions and demonstrating leadership in their community. 


A 2016 Alumni Awardees 

2016 Alumni Award Winners Front row (L to R): Nicole Nicoll, CSJA, Cyndie O’Bleness 
’07, Edith Messina ’66, ’06, Alice Kitchen ’67, Chaur Jacobson ’07, Emilee Bilyeu 
Rehling ’10, Monique Gutierrez ’10 Back row (L to R): Tom Mays ’91, Larry Litle 85, 
"91, Lucas Wiester 04, Mary Morrow-Bax ’64, President Ron Slepitza, Ph.D., CSJA, 
Caryl Goodyear-Bruch ’79, Stuart Lindeman ’86 and Louis Alvarado ’06 


< Alumni Choir 
The Alumni Choir performed at the beginning of the awards program under the 
direction of Dr. Amity Bryson, Music Department Chair. 


Michele Sanders ’85, Donna Jungman ’06, Alumni Board president, 


and Cecile O’Hare ’10, Alumni Board vice president for strategy, 
were in attendance at the luncheon representing the Avila Alumni Mary Morrow-Bax ’64 was presented the Alumni Achievement 
Association Board. Award by fellow classmate and friend, Mary Ann Dunn Brown ’64. 
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Alumni Awardees 


EDITH MESSINA’66, ’06 
OUTSTANDING ALUMNI AWARD 


MARY MORROW-BAX ’64 
ALUMNI ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
ALICE KITCHEN ’67 

ALUMNI SERVICE AWARD 
STUART LINDEMAN ’86 
HONORED CLASS ALUMNI AWARD 
LOUIS ALVARADO ’06 

RECENT ALUMNI AWARD 
CHAUR JACOBSON ’07 
GRADUATE ALUMNI AWARD 
NICOLE NICOLL, CSJA 
HONORARY ALUMNUS AWARD 


Academic Alumni Awardees 


LUCAS WIESTER ’04 
COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS & 
SOCIAL SCIENCES 


TOM MAYS ’91 

SCHOOL OF BUSINESS 
MONIQUE GUTIERREZ ’10 
SCHOOL OF EDUCATION 
CARYL GOODYEAR-BRUCH ’79 
SCHOOL OF NURSING 

CYNDIE O’BLENESS ’07 
SCHOOL OF PROFESSIONAL STUDIES 
LARRY LITLE ’85, ’91 

SCHOOL OF SCIENCE & HEALTH 
EMILY BILYEU REHLING ’10 
SCHOOL OF VISUAL & 
COMMUNICATION ARTS 


To nominate someone for 
the 2017 awards, please 
contact Bailey Carr, Director 
of Alumni Relations and 


Annual Giving, 816.501.3780 
or email bailey.carr@avila.edu, 


or visit avila.edu/alumni. 
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ALUMNI NEWS AND EVENTS 


A Baseball & Softball Reunion 

Pictured: Back row (L to R) Tim Gilday 13, Tyler Herring ’12, Brandon Pearl ’10, Phillip 
Budig ’06, Emilee (Bickleman) Hill ’12, Patrick Todd ’08, Angie Fawks ’06, Eric Prickett ’11, 
Madison Hughes ’12, Terra Nichols ’10, Ashley Vogt ’06, Kara (Lackner) Caraway ’07, Jessica 
(Winkelmann) Hodges ’12, Monica Bullock ’99. Front Row: Ali Scruggs, Maggie Carthen ’14, 
Courtney Ryan ’10, ’12, Melody Scarlett ’02, Evelyn Rutherford 


“ i 


A Volleyball Reunion 

Pictured: Back row (L to R) Stephanie Gordon ’15, Emily Koch 15, Kristen Snow ’15, Alexis 
Nibert ’14, Megan Carnes ’07, Beth Laughery ’07, Katy Davis 09, Vanessa Hempkins Middle 
row: Lizzie Truetken ’14, Paige Barrett ’15, Laura Ten Eyck ’10, Katelyn Frakes ’13 Front row: 
Anna Woods ’15, Erin (Hall) Meade ’02, Sarah (Hall) McKee ’02, Mary VanBohland ’99 


A Soccer Alumni Footgolf Event and Reunion 
Teams of five to six alumni competed in Avila’s first-ever footgolf tournament. 


Pictured above is just one of the many teams that competed in the tournament: 
(L to R) Ben Chai ’02, Tyler Barr ’02, Laura (Wilkerson) Barr ’04, Kevin Parker ’02, 
Avery Abernathy ’03 
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Upcoming Events 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2016 

WINE 101 

Whitfield Conference Center, 6 - 7:30 p.m. 
The Alumni Association is hosting the 3rd 
annual Wine 101. Come sample a variety of 
wines and connect with fellow alumni. Isaiah 
Hultman ’99 and Dan Daily ’83 of Glazer’s 
sponsor this free event. 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2016 
CHRISTMAS VIGIL MASS 

Foyle Hall - Orscheln Chapel, 

4:45 p.m. music begins /5 p.m. Mass. 
You’re invited to the annual Christmas Vigil 
Mass. Come early; seats are limited. The 
Alumni Association will be selling memorial 
poinsettias. If you would like to purchase 
your memorial poinsettia for $15, contact the 
Alumni Office at 816.501.2450 or 
alumni@avila.edu. 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 21, 2017 
BASKETBALL REUNION 

First tip-off at 2 p.m. 

Come cheer on the current Avila teams 
against Benedictine College and stay for 
a reception following both the women’s 
and men’s game. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 2, 2017 

ALUMNI VOLLEYBALL REUNION AND 
SCRIMMAGE 

Watch current players scrimmage and 
take your turn at the net for an alumni 
scrimmage. Stay for lunch and meet the 
coaches and current players. 


FRIDAY, APRIL 28 — 

SUNDAY, APRIL 30, 2017 

ALUMNI WEEKEND 

GREAT WOLF LODGE 

The Avila Alumni Association is offering 
discounted rooms at Great Wolf Lodge for 
two nights in April. Rooms are limited! Re- 
serve your room today by calling Great Wolf 
Lodge at 1.866.944.9653, use the reserva- 
tion number: 1704AVIL. 


Follow the Alumni Association on 
Facebook and Twitter for event updates. 
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A Football Reunion 

Nearly 30 football alumni came back to Avila’s campus for the 3rd annual Football 
Reunion. Pictured: Back row (L to R) Josh Lohkamp ’12, Charles Moore, Leonard 
Casey ’07, Brian Poterbin ’07, Victory Gray ’09, Irving Beeks, Kevin Larson ’05, 
Adam Mattison ’12, Trey Swagger 713, Alex Taylor, Marc Benavidez ’12, Tim Minch- 
er ’10, Toby Cashell’10, Deonta Wade ’15, Leon Washington, Justin Bracamonte 
’07. Front row: Head football coach, Justin Berna, Trevor Lewis, Harley Kriesman, 
Nik Folken, Jacob Rhoades ‘16, Jarrett Hernandez, Colton Bourland ’14, Chance 
Alberswerth ’13, Jesse Ruiz, Jake Zinn ’11 and Kyle Dilks ’10 


A Ariston Luncheon 

Each year, Avila awards the Ariston Award to one outstanding member of the senior 
class who best represents the mission, values and characteristics upon which the 
Sisters of Saint Joseph of Carondelet founded the university. The 2016 recipient was 
Michael Hudson ’16. Michael was chosen for his involvement in campus including 
residence life and Beta Beta Beta. He is currently enrolled in medical school. Michael 
was recognized at a luncheon with previous Ariston recipients. Pictured: Back row 
(L to R) President Ron Slepitza, Ph.D., CSJA, Ann Thompson Eckels, Kate Thompson 
Brown, Mark Thompson, Debbie Thornton, Mike Adams ’00 Front row: Suzanne 
(Geha) Fairbanks ’77, Edith Messina ’66, ’06, Michael Hudson ’16, Amy Reinert ’94, 
Darby Gough, Nancy L. Clark-Grashuis ’93 


A 1940s Reunion 
Alumnae from the 1940s came to Avila’s campus for the 5th Annual 1940s 


Class Reunion and Luncheon. Pictured: Rosemary Flanigan ’47, CSJ, Ph.D., 
Mary Elizabeth (Hessel) Heiman ’47 and Katy (Childs) Hake ’47. 
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EAGLES ATHLETICS 


| Eagles 
| Hall of 
| Fame 


our individuals and two teams were inducted into the Avila and teams that have contributed to the rich history of Avila athletics 
Athletics Hall of Fame during a homecoming ceremony on with a collage of images and three touch-screen monitors. 
October 1. The 2016 class is the largest in the 34-year history The interactive display is in Mabee Fieldhouse. 
of the hall of fame. Inductees included: 
“Today is a great day for Avila University and the athletic depart- ¢ Jinny Chapman, ’02 Softball 
ment,” said Avila University Director of Athletics Cristina Cowan ‘10, e Andrew Diaz, ’99 Baseball 
‘15. “lam extremely proud of all of the accomplishments on and off ¢ Mike Klein, 97 Baseball 
the field for all of our 2016 inductees, and | am pleased to be involved e Ashley Hardwick Townsend, ’08 Basketball 
with such a great group of individuals.” ¢ 1975-76 Volleyball Team 
The newly installed hall of fame display recognizes the individuals e 2004-05 Dance Team 


2016 Hall of Fame Inductees A 

Front row (L to R) Ashley Hardwick Townsend ’09, Cheryl McKee Beth Shipley Young ’07, Ashley Stoneking Boydston ’08, Katy 
’86, Gigi Thomure, Nancy Schroder, Pat Cronin Hardin ’79, Singleton Saviano ’07, Everly White Fitzgerald ’07, Ilex Gelpi, 
Virginia Meade ’76, Jinny Chapman ’02, Gigi Gans, Danielle Kristin Cira 06, Cindy Freeman, Mandy Freeman Honeycutt ’05, 
Starkey Hendrickson ’08, Donna Jungman ’06 Back row (L to R): Raquel Thomas and Mike Klein ’97 

Andy Diaz, Celine Ziller Hobbs, Sarah Mumper Smith ’06, 
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he 2016 Eagle baseball team began their season 9-16, then won 24 of 30, 
A eee a conference record 16-straight Heart Conference games to earn 
Avila’s first ever outright regular season title and advance to their first NAIA 
national tournament since 2013. 
Along the way, a total of eight Eagles were selected to the All-Heart of 
America Athletic Conference list. A school record six Eagles were first team 
selections, headlined by starting pitcher E.J. Merlo, who was named the 
Heart Pitcher of the Year along with being named the Rawlings Gold Glove 
Team. Joining Merlo on the first team were Kyle Simmons (first base), 
Randy Keen (third base), Anthony Biondo (outfield), Chase Cunningham 
(pitcher) and Gunner Friend (pitcher). Merlo and Friend combined to 
go 14-1 in Heart play. Add in Randy Keen, a two-way player (pitcher 
The celebration was on after the Eagles won their _ and third base), and the trio combined to go 19-3 in Heart play. 
first outright regular season Heart Conference title Randy also hit .352 last season. 
in school history. 
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EAGLES ATHLETICS 


Two Former Chiefs 
Become Eagles 


Alexander said. “But retirement wore off activities. We are fortunate because we 
quickly and that competitive spirit came played a long time and now we have the 
back. And now Avila feels right for me.” opportunity to start at a place like Avila 


while our children are still young.” 

Both coaches have high goals. “The 
Avila football program has been building 
off of each year,” Hicks said. “It’s just like 
the NFL where the older guys helped the 
younger guys. Hopefully we can place the 
seed in these young players and help keep 
this program rolling. Coach Berna has put 


together a fine program at Avila.” 
If the names Derrick Alexander and 


Eric Hicks sound familiar, you’re not 
alone. Both were NFL standouts and mem- 
bers of the Kansas City Chiefs. Now both 


Alexander agrees. “These players have 
to believe. They have to have that belief 
that they can win every time. That’s one of 


the reasons we are here.” 4) 


are first-year football coaches for the Avila Hicks acknowledged the benefit of 
nies ne : : Check out your Eagles 
University Eagles. coaching in Kansas City and staying close ae : : 
i é ; : é ; ; on Avila’s athletic website at 
After professional football, coaching to his family. “Derrick and | both have kids 
ne Ps AVILAATHLETICS.COM 
was originally not in the cards for me, and we are able to be here and see their 


arah Krig and Kayvona Bragg made history 
So the Avila track and field team in 2016, 
becoming the first two Eagles to compete at 
the NAIA Outdoor Track and Field National 
Championships in Gulf Shores, Alabama. 

Sarah became the first Eagle to earn All- 
American status after earning a seventh 
place finish in the women’s high jump with 
a height of 1.68 meters, while Kayvona 
became the first Eagle ever to compete ina 
national championship finishing 33rd in the 
women’s long jump. Sarah has been one of 
Avila’s top performers in the program’s two 


seasons of existence, hitting the qualifying 
standard in three events over the two years.) Kayvona Bragg long-jumped into Avila history. 


Avila.edu FALL 2016 | Accent 43 


GEASS NOMES 


‘04 


LAURA (WILKERSON) BARR and husband 
) O y) TYLER BARR welcomed their 


third child, Emory Jane, on 


August 19. Emory weighed eight pounds 
and was 19.25 inches long. 


y) MARY MARGARET RICHARD- 
6 5 SON was honored in March 
during Women’s History Month, by the 
Webster Groves Chapter of the Daugh- 
ters of the American Revolution. The 
Kirkwood resident and long time local 
spokeswoman for the Food and Drug 
Administration received the “Women in 


American History” award. 


9 LILA NICHOLS JONES book, 

6 6. Road that Divided the 
West,” is going to be published in the 
fall of 2016. 


y) 7 1 S. ANGELA FIRTZPATRICK 
celebrates 50 years as an 
Ursuline Sister of Paola, Kansas, 


prior to that community’s merger 
with Mount Saint Joseph in 2008. 


y) BONNIE KANE retired in 

7 1 September from education. 
Bonnie worked in special education for 
33 years. 


y) 7. 2? ANN (OTT) VENTRILLO retired 
from St. Joseph Medical Cen- 


ter on September 1, after 30 plus years 
in the Carondelet / St. Joseph Medical 
Center system. 


) 8 1 STEPHANIE (TOTH) SEDIQZAD 


is now serving as operations 
manager at U.S. Bank in Overland Park, 
Kansas. 


) 8 1 KRISTOFER TURNBOW became 


the mayor of Raymore, 
Missouri, in April. 
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y) 8 2 PHIL FIORINI will be starring 
in The Fabulous Lipitones (star- 
ring George Wendt of Cheers fame), 


scheduled for the New Theatre Restau- 
rant, December - February. 


y) JAMES WRIGHT recently 

8 7A aia the marketing and 
communications coordinator position 
at Avila University. James will also be 
starring in The Fabulous Lipitones (star- 
ring George Wendt of Cheers fame), 
scheduled for the New Theatre Restau- 
rant, December - February. 


y) DESIREE MANSELL was pro- 
9 2 to corporate financial 

aid operations manager over the 

Veteran’s Affairs program in January. 


y) 9 2 MICHELLE (ALLEN) 
UPTEGROVE, life skills teacher 
at Cedar Creek Elementary, was named 


Lee’s Summit R-7 School District 2016 
Teacher of the Year. 


702s, 
9 SCHROER 
recently became the assistant varsity 


men’s basketball coach for Lee’s Sum- 
mit West High School. 


y) 9 Sar EGAN is the company 
manager for Andrew Lloyd 
Webber’s Tony-nominated new musical, 


School of Rock, playing at Broadway’s 
Winter Garden Theatre. 


y) @} Or: AND ’02 MELISSA TURNER 
welcomed a new baby, Jace 


Robert Turner on July 8, at 8:11 am. 


Jace weighed three pounds, five ounces 
and was 16.3 inches long. 


y) 1 LINDSAY THOMPSON was 
0 named the 2016-17 Fort 

Osage R-1 School District Educator of 

the Year. She will now be a finalist for 


the State of Missouri Educator of the 
Year. 


y] 2 MOLLY GROEBE recently 

0 became the director of corpo- 
rate giving at Boys and Girls Clubs of 
Greater Kansas City. 


) 0 Masia THOMPSON recently 
started her own company, Life 
Around the Table Catering, where she 


serves as owner and operator of the 
local catering business in Kansas City. 


y) 2? EDDIE VILLEGAS recently 

@ accepted a new position as 
creative services manager at Truman 
Medical Centers. 


y) LISA SWARTZ recently ac- 

0 eae the position of legal 
administrative coordinator at American 
Century Investments. 


) LAUREN CHIODO- 

0 4 BENMUVAHR now works for 
Service Scouts as a quality assurance 
coordinator in San Antonio. Her clients 


include the San Antonio Spurs, Stars, 
Rampage and Football Club. 


y) JEREMY THOMAS-POULSEN 
@ 4. the co-founder and the 

main director of Down the Rabbit Hole, 

English-language theatre in Copenha- 


Avila University | Be Inspired. 


y) 1 Ce ESSA KOLENDA and husband, Paul, 


welcomed their first child, 
Cruz on June 28, 2016. 


gen. In 2015, he was named number 
one in the Copenhagen Post Weekly’s 
top five English-Language Trailblazers 
of 2015 for directing a slew of success- 
ful shows, including ‘Pygmalion’ for the 
CTC, which received rave reviews. 


) @) 6 KRISTIN CIRA was named 
Teacher of the Year in April 
2016. Kristin is a kindergarten teacher 


at Overland Trail Elementary in the 
Blue Valley School District. 


y, LEONARD CASEY, JR., recently 
Q 7 joined the Avila University 

Alumni Association Board. 

y, MIRIAM MAIDEN recently 
@ T pane the director of human 

resources for the Kansas City Royals. 


She also joined the Avila University 
Alumni Association Board. 


) ) RACHEL (BOLEY) 
Q Wi 9 Q Sowen married 
Jason Owen on July 30. 
y) ASHLEY (REAGAN) CHOATE 
0 Sino ’07 ZACH CHOATE 
welcomed their first child in March. 
9 SPENCER DAVIS is now Serv- 
Q 8. as district manager for 
Healthy Quick Dining Services in 
Kansas City. 


708 ‘oO 
9 PALMER was 
recently promoted to senior consultant 


II at BKD CPA & Advisors. Tara has 
been with BKD since 2012. 
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9 O8i. (MILLER) RIVERA AND 
708 CHADD RIVERA welcomed 
their first child, Parker Terrance Rivera, 


on April 28. He weighed nine pounds 
eight ounces and was 22 inches long. 


9 ZACH SNYDER and wife, 

@ Sas. welcomed their sec- 
ond daughter, Emery on June 13. She 
weighed eight pounds, 15 ounces and 


joins big sister, Brooklyn. The family 
recently relocated to Colorado. 


y) @} 8 y) 1 3 ROSEMARY 
9 WIGGINS was 
named Teacher of the Year for 2016. 


Rosemary teaches 8th grade science in 
the Grandview School District. 


y) LISA (BURKS) ALIZADEH 
Q Qieried Reza Alizadeh on 
June 11. The couple resides in 

Milwaukee. Lisa is currently working 
as a child and adolescent therapist at 


Intensive Outpatient Therapeutic Day 
Treatment. 


y) 0) 9 DEVIN (HILDERBRAND) 
WARRIOR married, LeRay 
Warrior in September. 


y) JACQUI (DRUMMOND) ONKEN 
@ Or husband, Travis, wel- 
comed their second daughter, Elsa 
Marie, on July 6, 2015. Elsa was born 
at 6:45 p.m. in Memphis, Missouri, 
weighing seven pounds, 13.8 ounces 
and was 21 inches long. Elsa just 
celebrated her first birthday in July 
with friends and family, including 
big sister, Eva. 


y) @) 9 BAILEY (KYLE) PYLE and her 
family have relocated to 

Nashville, Tennessee. 

9 @) 0 ae (BORST) RENZ and hus- 
band, Patrick, welcomed their 

first child in spring 2016. 

y) @) 2 delet ROBINSON was 
recently engaged to Rondale 

Dunn. 

) @) 9 LUCAS VILLANUEVA accepted 
the position of contractor at 

ProLogistix. 

y) @) Or. WARD-BOPP AND ’14 
CATHERINE TURNER were 

married on April 26. 

y) 0} einen WATLEY became the 
political director at Koster for 

Missouri in June. 

9 1 OB eset DECKER accepted 


the accountant position with 
Posty Cards. 


y) 1 O. O’HARA joined the 
Chris Koster campaign for 
Missouri Governor. 
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y) 1 0 DACIA (WHALON) AYERS and husband, 


Matt, welcomed their first child, 


Charles Anthony on June 24, 2016. 


y) 1 one REED accepted the 


position of public relations and 
social media manager for Visit Overland 
Park in April 2016. 


y) 1 CHASE SLAUGHTER and wife, 

Ore moved to Kansas City 
where Chase accepted an admission 
representative position with the un- 
dergraduate admissions office at Avila 
University. 


9 JOHANNA (STRUCKHOFF) 

1 (Sees and husband, 
Jeff, welcomed their first child, Camilla 
Grace Trentmann, on July 8. 


y) 1 @) MEGAN (BUSH) VELTEN married 


Steve Velten on June 4. 


y) 1 DAVID WILSON recently ac- 

Orne the position as integrat- 
ed account executive at KSHB, the EW 
Scripps Company. 


y) 1 1 WIL ANDREWS-WEISS is now 

serving as an admission repre- 
sentative for the Undergraduate Admis- 
sion Office at Avila University. 


y) y) LARRY HAYES 

1 1 9 1 Zu recently 
promoted to senior community 
planning and development Representa- 
tive for U.S. Department of Housing 


and Urban Development in 
Jacksonville, Florida. 


) 1 1 NICK NICHOLS is now serving 

as the assistant guest services 
manager at The Breakers Palm Beach in 
Florida. 
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y) 1 1 JOSH PARISSE recently became 
the director of Undergraduate 
Admissions at Avila University. 


y) 1 1 NICOLE SANTORELLA is now 
serving as actress/casting 
director at Blue Boy Cinema. 


y) 1 2 MATT BIRK recently accepted 
the position of marketing con- 


sultant at Unravel in St. Louis. 


9 1 pau CHAPMAN recently 


moved to Austin, Texas, where 
he accepted a position as a sales consul- 
tant with WP Engine. 


? 1 2 PATTI CONCANNON recently 


became the pricing special- 
ist at LAM Technology in Kansas City, 
Missouri. 


) 1 Do GARRETT is now 


serving as senior stakeholder 
engagement advisor at Federal Reserve 
Bank of Kansas City. 


y) 1 2? EMILEE (BICKLEMAN) HILL 
recently accepted the position 
assistant marketing coordinator at Burns 


& McDonnell. Emilee also joined Avila 
University’s Alumni Association Board. 


y) PAUL HILLBRAND is now 

1 2 for the National Park 
Service on Buck Island Reef National 
Monument in St. Croix U.S. Virgin 
Islands. This job will allow Paul to com- 


plete his master’s thesis research at the 


same time. 


9 1 yh sania HOFFMAN and wife 

Sydney, welcomed their first 
child, Breck Carter on April 30. Stephen 
is the head men’s soccer coach at Avila 
University. 


9 1 Zoo: (BOEN) LITTLE and hus- 
band, Ryan, welcomed their 
first child, Camdyn Marie, on April 19. 
SA 


~ 


y) 1 P Mae SEABAUGH accepted the 

position as admission repre- 
sentative for Kansas City University of 
Medical and Biosciences. 


) 1 2 7 1 AD shee PEPPLE 
9 recently accepted 
the position as director of financial 


aid with Donnelly College in Kansas 
City, Kansas. 


y) 1 3 MARY MILLS recently accepted 
the position of immigration of- 


ficer with U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security. 


y) 1 3 KELLY KING recently accepted 


a new position with Strenuus 
as the human resources generalist and 
office manager. 


y) 1 3 HEATHER TICE is now serving 


as the behavioral access clini- 
cian at Saint Luke’s Health System. 
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) 1 4 KARA BYE is now serving as 
project manager at Young 


People in Recovery. 


) 1 A COKER is relocating to 


Denver for a position as senior 
director, Regional Stores for Charter 
Communications. 


y) JACOB HICKS recently com- 
1 7. ea his Masters of Science 
in Human Factors and Usability Testing 
from Missouri Western State University. 


) 1 a SHRUM recently 
became a therapist at Alter 


Counseling in Kansas City. 


il 4, 1 ener 


began working in the Hickman Mills 
School District as a specialist. 


) 1 Bae ADAMS has a new job 


as the director of marketing 
for Pro Alpha Nutrition. 


) 1 5 METRA AUGUSTIN accepted a 


new position as development 
director for Kansas City Community 
Gardens. 


y) 1 See FALKNER recently 


accepted the position of assis- 
tant registrar at Kansas City University 
of Medicine and Biosciences. 


? il KAYLEN PELTIER is now em- 

5 ployed with Phoenix Home 
Care as the private pay scheduling 
coordinator. 


Avila.edu 


) 1 1 PRISCILLA K. BORDEN completed her M.D. in May 2016. 


She is currently a family medicine resident at Research 


Hospital in Kansas City, Missouri. Upon graduation from Avila, Priscilla 


was a contributing researcher in three scientific publications 


with UMKC research lab. 


y) 1 5 LAURA WATSON AND 713 RYAN 


KING were married on July 15. 


y) 1 5 KATHY GAILLARD was promot- 
ed in June of 2016 to unit 


coordinator of the BMT Apheresis Unit 
at The University of Kansas Hospital. 


) 1 MILTON MARICLE received the 

Ce Promising Professional 
Award for 2015-16 and was promoted 
to clinical director of Benilde Hall-Safe 
Haven Program in Kansas City. 


Stay Connected 


We want to hear from you! 

Job promotion, new baby, 

recent travels, new home? Let 

us know so we can share your 
good news! Email your news 

to alumni@avila.edu or complete 
the What’s New With You form 
at avila.edu/alumni. 


Be Inspired. 


Alumni Association 


CAP Volunteer 
Sign-Up 


The Office of Alumni Relations is 
seeking volunteers to serve as 
Class Alumni Partners (CAP). 

This is an opportunity for you to 
take on a leadership role and stay 
in touch with your classmates. 
CAPs engage classmates and fellow 
alumni to build awareness around 
Avila news and alumni events. 


Benefits of the program include: 


HB Being “in the know” about Avila 
and Avila events 


B@ Strengthens Avila’s reputation 
and the value of your degree 


B® Network with fellow alumni 


H@ Receive recognition in 
University publication 


If you would like more 
information about this program, 
contact the Office of Alumni 
Relations at 816.501.3780 or 
alumni@avila.edu. 
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y) HELEN ASHE MUENKS passed 
3 Tiree on September 8, 2016. 
Helen received her Associates in General 

Studies from St. Teresa’s College. 


9 1 KATHRYN BATLINER DIERKS 
passed away September 10, 2016. 


Katherine attended the College of 
St. Teresa. 


y) MARGRET FITZSIMONS 

4 4 MUCKENTHALER passed away 
August 14, 2016, in Oak Ridge, Tennessee. 
Margaret was a graduate of St. Teresa’s 


Academy and College of St. Teresa, earning 
her bachelors in English. 


y) PATRICIA EXLER WIEGERS 

4 6 passed away April 5, 2016, in 
Springfield, Illinois. Patricia attended 
College of St. Teresa. 


9 CATHERINE JUNKER DERR 

4 y gas away on August 16, 2016. 
Catherine earned her bachelors in math- 
ematics from the College of St. Teresa. 


y) 5 3 MARGARET MOELLER GRIFF 
of Belton, Missouri, passed away 
on June 6, 2016. Margaret received her 


bachelors in business administration from 
the College of St. Teresa. 


y) MARY BOUSMAN SCHNEIDER 
5 if aie away April 10, 2016. Mary 
attended College of St. Teresa. 
’6 2 ROBEY BURHANS passed 
away April 12, 2016. Mary was 
living in South Port, North Carolina. She 


earned her bachelors in education from 
College of St. Teresa. 


y) 69). CLOSSICK HURLEY 
died on June 19, 2016, in 
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Columbia, Missouri. Margaret earned her 
bachelors in elementary education from 
Avila College. 


y) MARY HIRT AX died June 9, 

7 i 2016. Mary went to Bishop Miege 
High School and went on to earn her bach- 
elors in special education from Avila College. 


y) oy, 2 KATHLEEN CONDRY passed away 
on September 5, 2016. Kathleen 


received her bachelors in French from Avila 
College. 


y) 7 3 MARY MCLAIN LAWLESS passed 
away on April 11, 2016, in Baton 


Rouge, Louisiana. She graduated with her 
bachelors in business administration from 
Avila College. 


9 MARJORIE A. MCMORRIS 

Ws 5 passed away July 21, 2016. 
Marjorie received her bachelors in nursing 
from Avila College. 


9 76m D. GEALY died June 3, 
2016. Larry was living in Grand 
Rapids, South Dakota. He graduated 


from Avila College with his bachelors 
in marketing. 


9 DOROTHY SPEICHINGER VAN 

Wi 6 BOOVEN passed away May 12, 
2016. She completed her bachelors in psy- 
chology at Avila College. 


y) FRANCIS A. DETERS passed away 
TI 14, 2016. He graduated from 
Avila College with a bachelors in accounting. 
y) DEBORAH SMALLS HASKINS 
ae ee March 28, 2016. Deborah 
received her bachelors in elementary 
education from Avila College. 


y) MARY HUGHES KEENAN died 

7 Fie 16, 2016. Mary 
received her bachelors in Social Work from 
Avila College. 


y) 7 Oe M. ALDRIDGE died 
July 31, 2016, at Golden Years 
Care Center in Harrisonville, Missouri. She 


graduated cum laude from Avila College 
with her bachelors in counseling psychology. 


y) SHARON TILEY died September 

8 O: 2016. Sharon received her 
bachelors in General Management from 
Avila College. 


y) EILEEN WALSH DEMPSEY 
8 1 passed away August 30, 2016. 
Eileen received her bachelors in Manage- 

ment from Avila College. 


y) CAROL W. TOFTNESS passed 

9 Os. May 25, 2016. Carol earned 
her bachelors in theology and women’s 
studies at Avila College. 


9 DENISE BREYFOGLE COWAN 
9 Bee away on July 7, 2016. 

Denise was a resident of Smithville, 

Missouri, at the time of her passing. 


Denise attended Avila College where 
she received her bachelors in nursing. 


9 TIARA N. BURNS died June 12, 
2016. She completed her bache- 
lors in communication from Avila University. 


FRANCES CHOLET, CSJ passed away 
on August 30, 2016. S. Francis served 
on Avila’s Board of Trustees from 1978 
to 1985. 
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Rose Marie Carollo Falco ’47 was 
inducted into the Heritage Society 
at homecoming 2016. 


ose Marie Carollo Falco ’47 graduated from the College of St. Teresa with a 


bachelor’s degree in sociology. Like her aunt who graduated from St. Teresa’s 
in 1942, Rose Marie proudly chose her college for its rich Catholic foundation 
and its proximity to her Kansas City roots. 

Falco is rightfully proud of her education. Her mother was from New York City and 
her father came from Italy; neither one were able to finish high school. Rose Marie 
was the first person in her family to go to college. 

“can’t imagine what life would be like if | hadn’t gone to Avila,” Rose Marie said. 

Today Rose Marie is 89 years old and is looking forward to her 70th class reunion. 
Her connection to Avila is as strong as it was all those decades ago. Not only did her 
granddaughter, Rozzanna Zaccagnini ’91, earn a bachelor’s degree in mathematics 
from Avila University; her great-granddaughter Alexis Thomson ’14 earned a Bachelor 
of Fine Arts from Avila. 

“L always intended to do something for Avila,” Rose Marie said. While preparing 
her will and estate plans, she knew this was the perfect time to show her apprecia- 
tion to the college she loves so dearly. “Avila made such a difference in my life.” 

As a member of Avila’s Heritage Society and making a gift in her estate to Avila, 
Rose Marie will be making a difference in the lives of many others. /5' 


Avila.edu 


Securing Avila’s Heritage 


The Heritage Society was 
established in 1988 to recognize 
the remarkable contributions 

of Avila alumni and friends who 
have made provisions in their 
estate plans or lifetime planned 
gifts to support the future 
needs of the university. Such 
provisions may include: 


@ Bequests through wills and trusts 


H Charitable remainder 
or lead trusts 


@ Appreciated securities 


#@ Real estate and life estates 
in homes 


Mf Gift annuities 


@ Life insurance policies 


To find out more about joining 
Avila’s Heritage Society or the gift 
vehicles above, please contact 
Chris Neher, director of major 
gifts, at 816.501.3696 or 
Chris.Neher@avila.edu. 
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Avila University is sponsored by the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet. 


Avila University 41st annual Steer Dinner & Auction 


Kansas City Marriott Downtown, Muehlebach Tower 
Steak Dinner ¢ Live & Silent Auction e Live Band 


Tables of 10: $2,500 e Individual tickets: $250 
Recent alumni tickets: $75 (for 2006-2016 alumni) 


Proceeds benefit the Avila University Scholarship Fund. 


Sponsorship packages are available. 


